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CHAPTER 21. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC1 

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 21-1. Abandoned and/or Inoperable Vehicles 

(a) Definition. For purposes of Sections 21-1 and 21-2 of the Municipal Code, the 
terms below have the following meaning: 

(1) "Motor vehicle" or “vehicle” shall mean a machine propelled by power 
other than human power designed to travel along the ground by use of wheels, 
treads, runners, or slides and transport persons or property or pull machinery, 
except for electric battery operated wheel chairs or scooters, self-propelled 
snow plows, snow blowers or lawn mowers and shall include, without limitation, 
automobile, truck, trailer, major recreational equipment, motorcycle, tractor, 
buggy and wagon. 

(2) "Street" shall have the same definition as set forth in Sec. 1-2(32) of the 
Code of Ordinances. 

(3) "Public property" shall mean all real estate owned and/or maintained by 
the Town of East Hartford. 

(4) "Abandoned motor vehicle" shall mean any motor vehicle within the Town 
which, after a good faith determination, has the appearance that the owner has 
relinquished control without the intention of reclaiming it, including, but not 
limited to, an unregistered vehicle a vehicle with invalid marker plates, or one 
which is damaged, vandalized, dismantled, partially dismantled, inoperative, or 
unusable as a motor vehicle. 

(5) "Person" shall have the same definition as set forth in Sec. 1-2(21) of the 
Code of Ordinances. 

 
(b) Abandoned Vehicles Prohibited. No person shall park, store, leave or permit the 
parking, storing, or leaving of any motor vehicle of any kind which is in an abandoned 
condition whether attended to or not, upon any public or private property within the 
town. This section shall not-apply to: 

(1) Any motor vehicle on private property which is enclosed within a building 
held in connection with a business enterprise lawfully licensed by the Town 
and/or State and located within the appropriate zone;  

(2) A duly licensed motor vehicle junk yard; 

(3) Any motor vehicle which is in operable condition specifically adopted or 
designed for operation on drag strips or raceways, or retained by the owner for 
antique collection purposes, or any inoperable motor vehicle being restored to 
an operable condition, provided that: 

(i) only one such motor vehicle shall be permitted at any one 

                                                 
1 State Law reference: As to abandoning vehicles generally, see CGS §14-150. 

 Charter Reference: Town not authorized to regulate vehicle equipment but many regulate traffic §14-162 CGS 

authority also given in §7-148, 7-194, (21), (22), CGS rules of the road, §14-412 et seq., CGS 
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time on the property in question; 

(ii) Motor vehicle parts used in the restoration must be stored in 
the motor vehicle or in a structure; 

(iii) Such motor vehicles are to be covered with a tarpaulin 
whenever work is not being done upon them; 

(iv) In the case of a motor vehicle being restored to an operable 
condition, a permit has been obtained from the Department of Inspections and 
Permits, said permit limited to sixty days, renewable once for an additional sixty 
days. 
Notwithstanding subsection (3) above, nothing herein shall preclude more than 

one motor vehicle, if such additional vehicles are totally within an enclosed structure, 
outside of public view, and not in violation of any health, safety or zoning laws.  

(c) Notice to Remove. Any officer of the Police Department, upon discovery of any 
abandoned motor vehicle, or upon notification by any official of the Department of Inspections 
and Permits, or any official of the Health Department of an abandoned motor vehicle, shall affix 
to such motor vehicle a notification sticker in a manner so as to be readily visible. Said 
notification shall contain the following information: (1) The date and time the notification sticker 
was affixed to the motor vehicle; (2) A statement that pursuant to Section 14-150 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, if the motor vehicle is not removed within twenty-four (24) hours 
of the time the sticker was affixed, it shall be taken into custody, and stored at the owner's 
expense; (3) The location and telephone number where additional information may be obtained; 
and (4) The identity of the affixing officer. If said motor vehicle is not removed within such 
twenty-four [(24)] hour period, the police may order removal: Notwithstanding the above, if the 
abandoned motor vehicle is on private property, and the private property owner acknowledges 
that said vehicle is owned by him or her, or is on the property with the owner's consent, the 
order to remove shall be for within thirty (30) days. Nothing herein shall preclude the Town from 
removing any abandoned vehicle for traffic, health or safety purposes at any time deemed 
necessary. 

(d) Notice of Disposition. If an abandoned vehicle has a market value, based on its 
current condition, of one hundred dollars or less, and is so vandalized, damaged or in 
disrepair as to be unusable as a motor vehicle, title to such motor vehicle shall, upon 
taking custody of such motor vehicle, immediately vest in the Town. Within forty -eight 
hours of the time that such motor vehicle is taken into custody, the affixing department 
shall notify the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, in writing, of the vehicle identification 
number and a description of the motor vehicle. Upon sale or other disposition of the 
motor vehicle, the affixing department shall give written notice by certified mail to the 
person who was the owner of such motor vehicle at the time of abandonment, if known, 
which notice shall state that the motor vehicle has been sold or otherwise disposed of. 
The proceeds of the sale or disposition, or the fair market value of the motor vehicle in 
its current condition, whichever is greater, less the towing and sale or disposal 
expenses, shall be paid to such person or his representatives, if claimed by him or 
them within one year from the date of sale. If such balance is not claimed within such 
period, it shall escheat to the municipality. If the expenses incurred by the municipality 
for towing and the sale or disposition of such motor vehicle exceed the proceeds of 
such sale or disposition, such person shall be liable to such municipality for such 
excess amount. For vehicles with a market value in excess of one hundred dollars, 
notice shall be given, by certified mail, to the owner of such motor vehicle, if known, 
within forty-eight hours of the time the motor vehicle is taken into custody, which not ice 
shall state: (1) That the motor vehicle has been taken into custody and stored; (2) The 
location of the storage of the motor vehicle; (3) That such motor vehicle may be sold 
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after fifteen days if its market value does not exceed five hundred dollars, o r ninety 
days if its market value exceeds five hundred dollars; and (4) That the owner has a 
right to contest the validity of such taking by application, on a form prescribed by the 
Commissioner of . Motor Vehicles, to the hearing officer named in such notice within ten 
(10) days from the date of such notice. Such application forms shall be made readily 
available to the public at all offices of the town's police department. If the motor vehicle 
is on private property, the property owner and occupants shall a lso be provided with 
the same notice, provided that notice need only be given to a landlord in the case of an 
apartment complex with more than three (3) dwelling units. All sales and/or other 
dispositions of abandoned motor vehicles shall be accomplished in compliance with the 
notice and advertising provisions of Public Act No. 87-372 or such amendments and/or 
successor statutes adopted by the General Assembly.  

(e) Penalty. Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not more 
than one hundred dollars. If the abandoned vehicle is on private property, each day 
which such violation continues after the expiration of  the thirty day removal order shall 
be considered a separate violation. If the abandoned vehicle is on a street or public 
property, the daily fine shall commence upon the posting of a notice on the vehicle. 
Nothing herein shall be construed as limiting the civil remedies available to a private 
property owner for damage to, or violation of, the owner's property rights by the 
owner of the abandoned vehicle. 

(f) Removal by the Town. If the motor vehicle is on private property and has not 
been removed within the t h i r t y  day period of compliance, the Town or its designee 
shall have the right to take possession of the abandoned vehicle and remove it from 
the premises. This thirty day period may be extended by the hearing officer, appointed 
pursuant to Sec. 21-2 of the Code of Ordinances, if there is a pending appeal and if 
the vehicle is on private property. It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, 
hinder, or refuse to allow the Town or its designee to enter upon private property for 
the purpose of removing an abandoned motor vehicle under the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

(g) Redemption of Impounded Motor Vehicle. The owner of any abandoned motor 
vehicle seized under the provisions of this section may redeem said motor vehicle 
prior to its disposition or destruction upon proof of ownership and payment to the 
Town and/or its designee such sum as determined and fixed for the actual and 
reasonable expense of removal, storage and any preliminary disposition costs. 

(h) Liability of Owner or Occupant. Upon failure of the owner of the abandoned 
motor vehicle, the owner of the private property or the occupant of the private 
property from which abandoned motor vehicles have been removed by the Town to pay 
the unrecovered expenses incurred by the Town in such removal, a  lien shall be 
placed upon the property of the owner of the abandoned motor vehicle, or the owner 
of the property, for the amount of such expenses. 

(i) Designee of the Town. Any designee of the Town selected for purposes of 
storing or disposal of abandoned motor vehicles shall be selected through 
competitive bidding. The bid proposal shall provide that the Town shall be held 
harmless for any damage to, or disposal of, the abandoned motor vehicle by the 
designee in violation of state law. 

(j) Towing Charges. The Purchasing Agent shall solicit bids for towing charges of 
abandoned vehicles to a central location designated by the Director of Public Works. 
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The Purchasing Agent shall also solicit bids for the removal and disposition of 
abandoned vehicles from said central location. The Town shall only be liable for 
towing charges of abandoned vehicles towed by order of the Town. The Town shall 
not be liable for any storage fees unless such storage is at the direction of the Town. 
Nothing herein shall preclude the tower from pursuing civil action against the owner 
of an abandoned motor vehicle. 

Effective 03-13-18 

 

Sec. 21-2. Appeals Concerning Abandoned Motor Vehicles. 

(a) Hearing Officer. Pursuant to Public Act 87-372, the Mayor shall appoint a 
suitable person, who shall not be a member of any state or local po lice department, to be 
a hearing officer to hear appeals, as authorized under subsection (b) of this ordinance.  

(b) Appeals. Upon receipt of a notice to remove an abandoned motor vehicle, a 
person may appeal the determination that such vehicle is abandoned, such appeal to be 
filed within the thirty (30) day period provided for removal. If a vehicle has been towed in 
violation of Sec. 21-1 of this Code, an appeal challenging such towing may also be filed. 
Upon receipt of such an appeal, the hearing officer shall  notify the custodian of the 
motor vehicle not to dispose of such motor vehicle until further order of the hearing 
officer. A hearing shall be scheduled within seven (7) days of the receipt of an appeal. If 
it is determined by the hearing officer that the motor vehicle is not abandoned, the notice 
to remove shall be lifted, and no penalties shall be imposed under Sec. 21-2 of the 
Municipal Code. If the hearing officer determines that the motor vehicle was towed in 
violation of Sec. 21-1 of the Municipal Code, the lien provisions of Sec. 21-1 of the 
Municipal Code shall not apply, and any towing and storage expenses incurred by the 
owner of the motor vehicle, or the owner or occupant of the property on which such 
motor vehicle was found, shall be reimbursed; provided that such appeal was brought 
within thirty (30) days of receiving the notice of removal, or if notice was wrongfully sent, 
within thirty (30) days of actual discovery of the towing. The hearing officer shall render 
his or her decision in writing, and note on the decision that any person aggrieved thereby 
may, within fifteen (15) days of the notice of such decision, appeal to the Superior Court 
for the Judicial District of Hartford/New Britain. 

(c) Effective Date. The effective date of Sections 21-1 and 21-2 of this Code 
shall be twenty-one (21) days after its adoption, or when the hearing officer referred to 
in subsection (a) of Sec. 21-1 is duly appointed, whichever comes last. 

 
 

Sec. 21-3. Parking Regulations.2 

 
(a)  No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary within ten (10) feet  
  of any fire hydrant. 

                                                 
2 State Law reference: Parking prohibited on sidewalks, C.G.S.§14-250a; similar restrictions to those in this section, 

C.G.S. §14-251, 14-252; authority of Town to regulate and remove, see C.G.S. §14-307 
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(b) (1) No vehicle shall be parked or permitted to remain parked upon the   

traveled portion of any highway or street between the hours of  2:00 
A.M. and 5:00 A.M. unless the legal owner of such vehicle has 
previously obtained from the Director of Public Works a written permit, 
or from the Chief of Police a temporary waiver, authorizing the parking 
of such vehicle upon the traveled portion of a highway or street 
between the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 5:00-A.M. During all other times, 
provided no parking ban is in effect, vehicles shall be permitted to 
remain parked upon the traveled portion of any highway or street used 
by the public for no more than five (5) hours only if parked upon the 
right hand side of such highway or street in the direction in which the 
vehicle is headed. If such highway or street is curbed, such vehicle 
shall be placed in such a manner that its right hand wheels when 
stationary shall, when safety will permit, be within a distance of twelve 
(12) inches from the curb or from the edge of the pavement, if no curb 
exists. 

Section 21-3(b)(2) repealed 10-29-19 
 

The Director shall issue such one (1) year permits allowing an exemption from  
the provisions of sub-section (b)(1), above, to: 

(i) vehicles owned by persons who reside in single family or 
other residential structures housing no more than six (6)  
families who do not have and cannot obtain off -street parking 
for their vehicles pursuant to Section 7-8 within the lots 
occupied by such residential structures, and are also unable to 
secure off-street parking for such vehicles within a reasonable 
distance from their residences; and  [amended 10-29-19] 

(ii) vehicles whose owner or principal operator has a disability 
and produces a letter from his/her physician documenting that 
such person cannot reasonably transgress the distance 
between his/her residence and his/her off -street parking area. 

All written permits shall be prominently affixed to the upper left side of the  
vehicle's back window so that they may be visible to patrol officers when the 
vehicle is parked. 

(3)   The Chief of Police or his designee may, upon written application or verbal    
request, issue temporary waivers, not to exceed one night in length, from the 
2:00 A.M. to 5:00 A.M. limit set out in the provisions of subsection (b)(1),  
above, to: 

(i) vehicles owned by owners or tenants of residential structures when 
the parking lots and/or driveways of such structures are being 
resealed or repaired. Any such waiver may be extended upon 
verbal or written request for not more than three additional 
consecutive nights; 

(ii) vehicles owned by non-residents of the town visiting and/or 
temporarily residing with a resident of the town. Any such waiver 
may be extended upon verbal or written request for not more than 
three additional consecutive nights; and 
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(iii) vehicles owned or operated by individuals who are unable to move 

the vehicle off the street due to a temporary mechanical malfunction 
of such vehicle for not more than one night. 

(4) Vehicles exempted from the A.M. time limit set out in the provisions of  
      subsection (b)(1), above, shall be parked in full compliance with all applicable  
 parking ordinances and/or regulations. 

(5) Whenever a parking ban is declared by the Chief of Police, as authorized 
by Town Ordinance 21-5, all vehicles, including those to which 
exemptions have been granted pursuant to the provisions of subsection 
(3), above, shall be removed from the street to off-street parking and shall 
be kept off the street until the parking ban has been ended by the Chief of 
Police. 

 
(6) Notwithstanding subsections (b) (1) and (2), provided no parking ban is in 

effect, commercial motor vehicles, oversized motor vehicles, undersized 
commercial motor vehicles or major recreational equipment, as defined in 
21-1 (a), shall be permitted to remain parked upon the traveled 
portion of any highway or street used by the public for no more than one 
hour only if parked upon the right hand side of such highway or 
street in the direction in which the vehicle is headed. If such highway or 
street is curbed, such vehicle shall be placed in such a manner that its right 
hand wheels when stationary shall, when safety will permit, be within 
a distance of twelve inches from the curb or from the edge of the 
pavement, if no curb exists.  This prohibition shall not apply to a commercial 
motor vehicle or undersized commercial motor if such vehicle is 
commercially engaged during the time it is parked. 

                                                                                                   Section 21-3(b)(6) added 10-29-19 

(c) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain parked within twenty-five feet of any 
intersection or a marked crosswalk thereat, or within twenty-five feet of a stop sign. 

(d) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary on a sidewalk, except 
bicycles, as permitted herein. 

(e) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary so as to prevent 
egress and ingress from or to a driveway, except with the permission of the owner of 
such driveway. (Effective: 6/5/87) 

(f) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary upon the traveled 
portion of any street or highway within an area properly designated as "no parking 
area" by duly constituted authority.  

(g) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary at a parking meter 
for a period of time longer than that set forth on such meter.  

(h) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary within the limits of 
the public street or highway in such a manner as to constitute a traffic hazard or 
obstruct the free movement of traffic thereon, provided a vehicle which has become 
disabled to such an extent that it is impossible or  impracticable to remove, it may be 
permitted to so remain for a reasonable time for the purpose of making repairs 
thereto or of obtaining sufficient assistance to remove it.  

(i) No vehicle shall, except in the zones restricted for angle parking, 
remain backed up to the curb, except when necessary or convenient  during the 
work of loading or unloading. 

(j) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary upon the 



Town of East Hartford  Code of Ordinances 

   

Sec. 21-5. Emergency or 

Snow Parking Regulations. 

CHAPTER 21. Vehicles and 
Traffic  

Sec. 21-6a. Notice To Be 

Attached to Vehicles Parked 

in Violation of Parking 

Ordinances; Penalties and 

Appeal of Such Notices. 

 
traveled portion of any highway except upon the right-hand side of such highway 
in the direction in which such vehicle is headed. 

(k) No vehicle shall be permitted to remain stationary upon any tree belt or 
a similar town-owned strip of land adjacent to a public street or highway.  

(Effective: 11/30/83) 
 
 
Section 21-4 repealed October 29, 2019. 

Sec. 21-5. Emergency or Snow Parking Regulations. 
 

The Chief of Police is authorized to suspend the parking regulations and prohibit parking 
temporarily in any area where, in his opinion, it is necessary in order to facilitate the removal of 
snow, or to prevent the obstruction of traffic in time of heavy snowfall or other emergency. He 
shall give notice of such temporary prohibition by radio and newspaper publicity. Any snowfall 
of five (5) inches or more shall, in itself, be sufficient notice that any parking which will obstruct 
traffic or the removal of snow is temporarily prohibited. 

 

Sec. 21-6. Parking Violation Fines. Section 21-6 repealed 07-16-96 

 

Sec. 21-6a. Notice To Be Attached to Vehicles Parked in Violation of 
Parking Ordinances; Penalties and Appeal of Such Notices. 
 

(a) Any police officer or other duly authorized agent of the Town, upon finding a 
vehicle parked in violation of the provisions of Chapter 21 of The Code of Ordinances, or in 
violation of any statute, ordinance, rule or regulation pertaining to parking of vehicles, shall 
affix securely upon such vehicle a notice to such vehicle's operator or owner indicating the 
vehicle has been parked unlawfully. 

(b) Such notice shall cite the statute, ordinance of the rule or regulation violated by 
the owner or operator of such vehicle and shall also include the following warning: The 
accumulation of five or more unpaid notices of parking violations upon any one vehicle may 
result in the impoundment or immobilization of such vehicle and the denial of motor vehicle 
registration by the State of Connecticut. 

(c) The operator or owner of any vehicle to which such notice has been affixed shall, 
within ten calendar days of the time when such notice was attached to such vehicle, pay in 
person or by mail at the Office of the Collector of Revenue, located in Town Hall, 740 Main 
Street, as a penalty or fine for the violation, the following fines: Forty-five dollars for any 
parking violation except there shall be a fifty dollar fine for parking in an established fire lane 
and a one hundred twenty-five dollar fine for parking in a designated handicapped zone 
without a permit. 

(d) Failure to pay such fine within the ten day period shall cause such fine to be 
doubled on the 11th calendar day with no increase thereafter. 

       Subsections (c) and (d) effective 07-14-15 
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(e) The Chief of Police shall, upon request of the Tax Collector, provide information 

concerning the identification and address of the owner of any vehicle to which a notice has 
been affixed for the purpose of enforcing the state and town motor vehicle laws. The Town 
may, at any time within two years from the expiration of the final period for the uncontested 
payment of fines, penalties, costs or fees for any alleged violation of the provisions of 
Chapter 21 of The Code of Ordinances, or any alleged violation of any statute, ordinance, 
rule or regulation pertaining to parking of vehicles, send a final notice to the operator or owner 
of any vehicle to which a notice of parking violation has been affixed. Such notice shall be 
sent by First Class mail to the address of such operator, if known, or the address of the 
owner as provided by the Department of Motor Vehicles, and shall inform such operator or 
owner: 

(1) Of the allegations against him and the amount of the fines, penalties, costs or fees 
due; and 

(2) That he may contest his liability before a Parking Violations Hearing Officer by 
delivering in person or by mail on a form provided by the Town written notice of appeal within 
ten days of the date thereof; and 

(3) That if he does not demand such a hearing, an assessment and judgment shall 
enter against him; and 

(4) That such judgment may issue without further notice. Whenever a violation of such 
an ordinance occurs, proof of the registration number of the motor vehicle involved shall be 
prima facie evidence in all proceedings provided for in this section that the owner of such 
vehicle was the operator thereof; provided, the liability of a lessee under Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 14-107 shall apply. 

(f) If the person who is sent notice pursuant to subsection (e) wishes to admit liability 
for any alleged violation, he may, without requesting a hearing, pay the full amount of the 
fines, penalties, costs or fees admitted to in person or by mail to an official designated by the 
Town. Such payment shall be inadmissible in any proceedings, civil or criminal, to establish 
the conduct of such person or other person making the payment. Any person who does not 
deliver or mail written demand for a hearing within ten days of the date of the first notice 
provided for in subsection (e) shall be deemed to have admitted liability, and the designated 
Town official shall certify such person's failure to respond to the hearing officer. The hearing 
officer shall thereupon enter and assess the fines, penalties, costs or fees provided for by the 
applicable ordinances, and the Town shall thereafter follow the procedures set forth in 
Subsection 7 of Section 21-6.e. 

(g) The timely filing of any notice of appeal and request for hearing shall stay the 
accumulation of additional penalties and/or stay any other action cited in any notice from the 
Town until the appeal has been decided.    Effective 8-17-96  

 

Sec. 21.6b.  Impoundment and Immobilization of Vehicles. 
 

(a) Any vehicle which may be immobilized may be so immobilized under the 
direction of a police officer or other duly authorized agent of the Town. In 
addition to, or in lieu of impoundment, such vehicle may be immobilized in a 
manner that will prevent its operation by the attachment of a "boot" or any 
other mechanical device that will not cause damage to such vehicle unless it is 
moved while such "boot" or device is in place. 

August 17, 1996 
(b) In any case of a vehicle immobilized by a police officer or other 
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authorized agent of the Town, there shall be placed on such vehicle 
in a conspicuous manner a notice to the owner of the vehicle 
stating that it has been immobilized, that any attempt to remove the 
vehicle may result in damage to the vehicle, that if the vehicle is 
moved and damaged any damage to the vehicle and/or device will 
be the responsibility of the owner and stating the place where 
necessary fees and charges may be paid to obtain release of the 
vehicle from immobilization. 

(c) In the case of the impoundment of a vehicle, within seventy-two (72) 
hours after impoundment, the police department shall notify, by 
certified mail, the owner of such vehicle of the fact of its 
impoundment, the place where it may be recovered, and the 
conditions under which it will be released. 

(d) Whenever a vehicle is immobilized or impounded or caused to 
be immobilized or impounded by personnel of the police 
department or other authorized agent of the Town, such 
personnel shall notify the police department headquarters of 
such impoundment or immobilization so that upon inquiry by the 
owner of the vehicle, the least amount of delay will be 
encountered in recovery of the vehicle by the owner. 

Sec. 21.6c.  Required Actions of Owner to Regain Possession. 

No such vehicle shall be released unless the owner or his agent has 
established his identity and right to possession and has signed a proper receipt 
therefore. Before the owner or person in charge of any vehicle which has been 
impounded or immobilized shall be allowed to repossess or to secure the release of 
said vehicle, he or his agent shall pay or provide to the Town the following: 

(a) The cost of removal and/or impoundment; plus 

(b) The actual cost of storage for each day or portion of a day that such 

vehicle has been stored; plus 

(c) All sums legally due for any parking violations issued and 

outstanding against such vehicle; plus 
(d) The cost of repairs to or replacement of any immobilizing device 

damaged or destroyed by the unauthorized movement of the vehicle to which the 
device was attached. 

September 17, 1990 

Sec. 21-6d. Unauthorized Removal of Immobilized or Removed 
Vehicle. 
 

Any person who, after having his vehicle removed or immobilized, shall remove such 
vehicle without complying with this Code of Ordinances shall, in addition to the charges 
provided for in said sections, be liable for any damage done to the immobilization device or 
mechanism and be subject to a fine of not more than ninety-nine dollars ($99.00). 
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Sec. 21-6e. Formal Hearing Procedure - Parking Violations Hearing 
Officers. 
 

(a) The Mayor, with the consent of the Town Council, shall appoint up to four parking 
violation hearing officers. Such officers shall serve for a term of two (2) years from the effective 
date of appointment. The officers shall not be employees of the Police Department or of those 
agencies which administer any aspect of traffic maintenance, parking, engineering or 
enforcement. The Town shall provide a suitable hearing room in which hearings and 
administrative appeals are to be conducted and all necessary forms, papers, furnishings and 
equipment required by the hearing officers to perform their functions. The Town shall provide for 
the processing of cases prior to decisions by the hearing officer and for processing of cases 
after a hearing officer has made a decision. 

Effective: 09-15-15 
(b) The hearing officers shall be empowered to hear appeals from the issuance of 

parking violation citations under subsection (c) or (d) of this section and take such other 
actions in processing parking violations as authorized by state statutes, Town ordinances, 
rules and regulations. 

(c) Administrative Appeal Procedure: 
(1) Any person or owner of a vehicle who has received a parking violation 
citation may request from the Town an administrative appeal of the citation in 
writing, using a form provided by the Town, within ten calendar days from the 
date of the citation.  Notice of the finding in an administrative appeal shall be 
given to the appellant in writing, within sixty calendar days of the receipt of the 
appeal; 

  (2) Payment of the fine and penalty shall be stayed pending the administrative  
  appeal.  Payment of the fine and any penalty shall be made within ten  
  calendar days of mailing of the finding of the administrative appeal, unless the  
  parking violation citation  has been voided or a further appeal has been taken  
  under (d) below. 
 
 (d) Any person or owner of a vehicle receiving a parking citation violation may 

request a hearing in writing, on a form provided by the Town, within ten calendar days of any 
of the following: 

(1) Issuance of a parking citation violation; 
(2) Issuance of an adverse decision in an administrative appeals; or 
(3) Issuance of a notice pursuant to subsection (e) of section 21-6a. 

Payment of the fine and any penalty shall be made within ten calendar days of  
the finding of the appeal, unless the parking violation citation has been voided. 

 
 

            (e)      (1) In scheduling formal appeal hearings, the appellant shall be notified by 
mail of the place and time of the hearing. Such notice shall be provided at least fifteen (15) days, 
but not more than thirty (30) days, prior to the scheduled hearing date. 

(2) The procedure for the hearing shall be informal as to the rules of 
evidence, but testimony shall be taken under oath or affirmation. 

(3) The provisions of this section shall be construed in accordance 
   with the provisions of applicable state statutes and Town ordinances. 
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(4) In considering an appeal, the hearing officer shall consider all 

relevant facts and circumstances and may require the personal 
appearance of the appellant and issuing officer. 

(5) Should the hearing officer find in favor of appellant, he shall so certify to  
 the Town, and the record of the citation shall be removed from the files of  
 the Town. 
(6) Should the hearing officer find the issuance of the citation proper,  
 he shall so certify to the Town and no further appeal under this  
 section shall be considered. 
(7) Notice of the finding in the formal appeal shall be given to the appellant 
            in writing after a decision has been rendered at the formal appeal  
            hearing. 

 
(f)  If such fine and penalty is not paid pursuant to subsections (c) or (d) of this  
section, the Town shall send by first-class mail a notice of the penalty  
assessment to the person found liable and shall file, not less than thirty days nor  
more than twenty-four months after such mailing, a certified copy of the notice of  
penalty assessment with the Clerk of the Superior Court for the geographical  
area in which the Town is located, together with an entry fee as required 
by statute. The certified copy of the notice of penalty assessment shall constitute 
a record of assessment. Within such twenty-four months period, assessments 
against the same person may be accrued and filed as one record of 
assessment. The Clerk shall enter judgment in the amount of such record of 
assessment and court costs against such person in favor of the Town. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the general statutes, the hearing officer's 
assessment, when so entered as a judgment, shall have the effect of a civil 
money judgment and a levy of execution on such judgment may issue without 
further notice to such-person. 

 
(g) A person against whom an assessment has been entered pursuant to this section is 
entitled to judicial review by way of appeal. An appeal may be instituted as provided by 
statute within thirty days of the mailing of notice of such assessment. 

       
     Sections 21-6e. (a) through (g) effective 09-15-15 

 

Sec. 21-6f.  Request for Immediate Hearing When Vehicle is 
Immobilized or Impounded. 

 
Any person whose vehicle is immobilized or impounded because of the existence of 

four or more outstanding violations may request an immediate hearing on the validity of the 
charges on which the immobilization of impoundment was based. A hearing shall be 
convened thereafter by one of the parking violation hearing officers as soon as practicable. 
The procedure for the hearing shall be informal as to the rules of evidence, but testimony 
shall be taken under oath or affirmation. In considering the charges, the hearing officer 
may consider all relevant facts and circumstances and require the personal appearance of 
the person requesting the hearing and the issuing officer. Should the hearing officer find in 
favor of the person charged, he shall so certify to the Town and the record of charge or 
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charges shall be removed from the files of the Town and the vehicle released to the owner. 
Should the hearing officer find the issuance of the charge or charges proper, he shall so 
certify to the Town and no further appeal for a hearing shall be considered. The hearing 
officer shall determine the amount due the town for the cost of immobilization or 
impoundment and the amount due for violations outstanding. The owner may regain 
possession by paying the amount found due by the hearing officer and establishing his 
identity and right to possession and upon signing a proper receipt for the vehicle. If not 
paid on the same day, the owner shall also pay all charges due for storage of the vehicle. 

Sec. 21-6g. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall become effective on September 17, 1990. 

Voted: 6/5/90 

Published: 6/13/90 

Effective: 9/17/90 

Sec. 21-7. Presumption as to Violator. 
 

In any prosecution or proceeding for unlawful parking, the registered owner 
of the vehicle so parked shall be presumed to be the operator thereof and prima 
facie guilty of having parked unlawfully.  

Sec. 21-8. Use of Vehicles on Sidewalks.3 
 

(a) No person shall operate any vehicle on any sidewalk customarily used by 
the public as such. This Section shall not prohibit the crossing of such walk by vehicles 
as an approach to any driveway or building that is properly constructed with aprons or 
approaches, nor shall it prohibit invalids' chairs or baby carriages.  

(b) It shall be unlawful to use any sled or sleigh on any sidewalk. 
 

Sec. 21-8a.  Pocket Bikes. 
 

No person shall operate a minibike or minicycle on any town road or sidewalk.  As used 
in this section “minibike or minicycle” shall have the same meaning as contained in Conn. Gen. 
Stat. section 14-1 and “sidewalk” shall have the same meaning as contained in Conn. Gen. Stat. 
section 14-286. 

Voted: 01-04-05 
Published: 01-12-05 

Effective: 02-02-05 
 
Sections 21-9 and 21-10 were repealed October 29, 2019. 

                                                 
3 Cross reference: as to bicycles on sidewalks, see §21-38.  State Law reference: as to town’s authority to regulate 

use of sidewalks, see §7-194 (23) CGS 
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Sec. 21-11. Designation of One W a y  Streets. 
 

The traffic authority may designate any Town street or portion thereof, as being 
restricted to one-way traffic, and to alter, amend, modify or revoke such designation. 
the traffic authority shall erect appropriate signs, devices or markings giving notice 
thereof. Upon any such Town street so designated a vehicle shall be driven only in 
the direction indicated. 
 

Sec. 21-12. Handicapped Parking Spaces. 
 

(a) All motor vehicles except a vehicle displaying the special identification 
card provided for in Section 14-253a, Subsection (a) of the Connecticut General 
Statutes, or motor vehicles transporting holders of such a card, shall not park in any 
parking space which has been reserved for the handicapped.  

 
Sections 21-12 (b) and 21-13 were repealed October 29, 2019. 
 

 Sec. 21-14.  Prohibition of Through Truck Traffic on Governor Street, 
Prospect Street, Maplewood Avenue, Claremont Street, Ensign Street, 
Main Street, King Street, Rolling Meadow Drive, Barbara Drive, Sandra 
Drive, Deborah Drive, and Margery Drive. 

(a) For the purposes of this ordinance, the term "truck" means a motor vehicle 
having a gross weight of seven thousand pounds or more designed, used or maintained 
primarily for the transportation of property or persons, and includes tractors capable of drawing 
one or more trailers, tractors drawing one or more trailers and buses. 

(b) No person shall operate any truck on Governor Street between the intersection 
of Governor Street and Prospect Street and the intersection of Governor Street and Main 
Street unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point of origin or point of destination 
located on: Governor Street, Prospect Street, Ellsworth Street, Richard Road, Fuller Avenue, 
Orchard Terrace, Sherman Avenue, Orchard Street, Roberts Court, Robin Terrace, Chapman 
Street, Chapman Place, John Street, Howard Street, Sterling Road, Stanley Street, Edwards 
Street, Vine Street, Adams Street, or Walter Place. 

(c) No person shall operate any truck on Prospect Street between the intersection 
of Prospect Street and Main Street and the intersection of Prospect Street and Governor Street 
unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point of origin from or point of destination located 
on Governor Street or Prospect Street unless the point of origin or point of destination of the trip 
is located on: Governor Street, Prospect Street, Ellsworth Street, Richard Road, Fuller 
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Avenue, Orchard Terrace, Sherman Avenue, Orchard Street, Roberts Court, Robin Terrace, 
Chapman Street, Chapman Place, John Street, Howard Street, Sterling Road, Stanley Street, 
Edwards Street, Vine Street, Adams Street, or Walter Place. 

(d) No person shall operate a truck on Maplewood Avenue between the intersection 
of Claremont Street and Maplewood Avenue unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point 
of origin from or point of destination located on Maplewood Avenue or Claremont Street. 

(e) No person shall operate a truck on Claremont Street between the intersection of 
Claremont Street and Park Avenue to the intersection of Claremont Street and Maplewood 
Avenue unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point of origin from or point of 
destination located on Maplewood Avenue or Claremont Street. 

(f) No person shall operate a truck on Ensign Street between the intersection of 
Main Street and Riverside Drive unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point of origin 
from or point of destination located on Ensign Street or Willowbrook Road. 

(g) No person shall operate a truck on Main Street between the intersection of 
Route 5 and Main Street and the South Windsor town line unless such person is engaged on a 
trip with a point of origin from or point of destination located on Main Street between the 
intersection of Route 5 and Main Street and the South Windsor town line. 

(h) No person shall operate a truck on King Street between the intersection of 
Route 5 (also known as Ellington Road) and the South Windsor town line unless such person is 
engaged on a trip with a point of origin from or point of destination located on King Street 
between the intersection of Route 5 (also known as Ellington Road) and the South Windsor town 
line. 

(i) No person shall operate a truck on Signor Street, Westbrook Street and Ann 
Street unless such person is engaged on a trip with a point of origin from or a point of 
destination located on Signor Street, Westbrook Street and Ann Street. 

(j) No person shall operate a truck on Rolling Meadow Drive, Barbara Drive, 
Sandra Drive, Deborah Drive, and Margery Drive unless such person is engaged on a trip with a 
point of origin from or a point of destination on Rolling Meadow Drive, Barbara Drive, Sandra 
Drive, Deborah Drive, Margery Drive, Janet Drive, Butternut Drive, Judy Drive, Lombardo Drive, 
Hartz Lane, Jonathan Lane or Hilltop Farms Lane. 

(k) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to trucks owned and operated by 
the Town of East Hartford or any of its departments, or to trucks and buses owned by the East 
Hartford Board of Education, or to trucks and buses operated by private contractors for the 
benefit of the Town of East Hartford or the East Hartford Board of Education. 

(I) Any violation of the provisions of this Section shall subject the violator to a fine 
of not more than ninety nine dollars. 

Voted: 05-21-02  
Published: 05-30-02 
 Effective: 06-20-02 

 
Sections 21-15 through 21-48 were repealed October 29, 2019. 

 


