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TOWN COUNCIL MAJORITY OFFICE 
 

REAL ESTATE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION COMMITTEE 
 

December 12, 2023 
                    
TO: Councillors Awet Tsegai and Tom Rup 
 
FROM:  Angie Parkinson, Chair        
 
RE:       December 12, 2023 6:30 p.m. Community Cultural Center, Room 111      
 
This meeting is accessible through “Microsoft Teams” 1-929-235-8441 Conference ID: 

450 410 566# or Click here to join the meeting 
   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
 2.  NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 
  A. Chair 
  B. Secretary 
 

3.  ADOPTION OF RULES GOVERNING MEETINGS 
 
4.  ESTABLISHMENT OF MEETING DATES 
 
5.  STORAGE OF RECORDS 
 
6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A. January 30, 2023 
 
7.  OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO SPEAK 
 
8.  NEW BUSINESS 
  A. Need for Referral, 6.9 Acres of State Land abutting Brookside Lane 
  B. Clarification of Town Ownership of Small Parcels Comprising a Portion of      

East River Drive 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
cc: Town Council 
 Mayor Walsh 
 Eileen Buckheit, Director of Development 
 

tel:+1%20929-235-8441,,25704167
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzYzOWQ1ZTItNjVjNi00ODk3LWFhMTEtN2I2ODFlZTg2YzA1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2287da8af4-4bef-47df-81f6-2cd460cbb560%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22adbe2f67-5e02-469a-ae80-8d192b3a8837%22%7d


Real Estate Acq. & Disp. Comm.  January 30, 2023 1

Community Cultural Center Room 111/Microsoft “TEAMS” 
 

REAL ESTATE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION COMMITTEE 
 

January 30, 2023 
 

PRESENT Councillor Angie Parkinson, Chair; Councillors Awet Tsegai and Tom Rup 
 
ALSO  Douglas Wilson, Town Engineer 
PRESENT  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Parkinson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
July 26, 2022 Meeting 
 
MOTION By Awet Tsegai 
  seconded by Tom Rup 
 

to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2022 meeting. 
 
Motion carried 3/0 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO SPEAK 
 
Classification of Rosenthal Street as a Town Road 
 
Chair Parkinson shared that Rosenthal Street is a short dead-end that is located off 
Burnside Avenue and adjacent to Tolland Street.  A business owner located at the end of 
the roadway (25 Rosenthal) has requested that it be classified as a Town Road as the 
town has historically provided plowing services on it.  The landowner has requested that 
the town handle all maintenance on the road aside from trash pickup. 
 
Doug Wilson, Town Engineer provided a background on the original development of the 
subdivision and transfer of the roadway to the current owner of 25 Rosenthal Street in 
1974.  Based on Mr. Wilson’s interpretation, when the owner purchased the west half of 
the large lot on the north end of the road, he also acquired title to the road.   
 
Mr. Wilson provided the Committee with three options for consideration based on his 
findings:  1) leave the road private (no change from current conditions); 2) accept the road 
as a Town road, but only after significant improvements to the road and drainage system 
are made.  We would need a waiver of claim from Mr. Goulet (owner at 25 Rosenthal) for 
the drainage connection to the (newly acquired) Town drainage system and an easement 
(or land transfer) to accommodate traffic turning around (and snow removal); or 3) assist 
the owner with creation of a Special Taxing District that could be used for road and 
drainage improvements where common costs are assessed and paid from a shared 
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account for road maintenance that would come from all the property owners on Rosenthal 
Street. 

 
Mr. Wilson noted that plowing is an inherently dangerous activity and did not recommend 
that the town continue to plow this private road due to the liability risk.  In addition, the way 
the road terminates suddenly in the parking lot of the northern property, it’s likely that 
Town trucks deposit snow into the private lot and in the process, are actually plowing part 
of a private property.  Based on this, Mr. Wilson recommendation is to not accept the road.   
 
Administration estimates the cost could be up to $250,000 to bring the road to proper 
standard should the Town acquire it.   
 
The Committee concurred with Mr. Wilson’s recommendation, and discussed that should 
the town reach a position where they have negotiated with Mr. Goulet to have the required 
road improvements made, acceptance of the road can come back to the Committee for 
approval. 
 
MOTION  By Tom Rup 
  seconded by Awet Tsegai 
 

that the Committee recommend that the Town Council not accept 
Rosenthal Street as a Town Road in its current condition. 
 
Motion carried 3/0 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION By Tom Rup 
 seconded by Awet Tsegai 
 to adjourn (6:33 pm)  
 
 Motion carried 3/0 
 
 
 
cc:   Town Council  
 Mike Walsh, Mayor 
 Marilynn Cruz-Aponte, Director of Public Works 
 









































































  

TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 

DATE:                   November 15, 2023 

TO:                       Richard F. Kehoe, Chair 

FROM:                 Mayor Connor S. Martin 

RE:                        REFERRAL: Real Estate Acquisition and Disposition Committee 

 

Please see the attached letter and accompanying documents for referral to the Real Estate Acquisition 
and Disposition Committee regarding small parcels of property that comprise part of the roadbed of the 
current East River Drive.  
 
Please place this item on the town council agenda for November 21, 2023 meeting. 

 

C: R. Gentile, Assistant Corporation Counsel 

E. Buckheit, Development Director  

         

 
 



OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 

To:       Mayor Connor Martin 

From:   Richard P. Gentile 

Date:    November 15, 2023 

 

RE:    Deeds for property under East River Drive 

 

While reviewing an archived file to find an answer to an unrelated question, I uncovered two original 

deeds and conveyance tax statements for small parcels of property that comprise part of the roadbed of 

the current East River Drive (I have attached copies of the deeds, a December 27, 2001 letter to former 

Assistant Corporation Counsel Richard Quinlan, and a survey showing the parcels in question).  After 

confirming that no similar deeds were recorded, I reached out to Peter Sorokin (mentioned in the letter) 

who confirmed that he still represents the parties in question and indicated that the Town should record 

the deeds.  I would like to do that as soon as possible. 

I respectfully request that you ask Chairman Kehoe to place this matter on the November 21 Town 

Council Agenda as a referral to the Real Estate Acquisition and Disposition Committee. Since these 

deeds deal with acquiring property that comprise a portion of a Town road, I will reach out to the 

Development Office to coordinate the necessary  8-24 review. 
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