
Town Council Agenda 1 March 1, 2022 

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

740 MAIN STREET 
  

EAST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

MARCH 1, 2022 
======================================================================== 
This Town Council meeting is accessible through “Microsoft Teams” 929-235-8441 

Conference ID: 622 748 664# or click on this link: Click here to join the meeting 

 
This meeting can be viewed through Comcast channel 96 and 1090 and Frontier channel 6018 or by 
clicking on https://ehct.viebit.com 
 
Pledge of Allegiance                 7:30 p.m. 
 
  1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
  2.  AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
  3.  RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 
 
  4.  OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON AGENDA ITEMS 
   A.  Other Elected Officials 
   B.  Other Residents 
  C.  Mayor 
  
  5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A.  February 15, 2022 Executive Session 
  B.  February 15, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 
6.  COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 

 A.  2022 Budget Presentation by Metropolitan District Commission  
 B.  Council Discussion Re: Fire Chief 
 C.  Greater Hartford Transit District Vehicle Donation to EHFD 
 D.  Resignations: Boards and Commissions 
  

  7. OLD BUSINESS 
    
  8. NEW BUSINESS 
  A.  Route 2 Expansion Project: Sound Barriers 
  B.  Appointments: Boards and Commissions 
  C.  Deputy Public Works Director Job Description  
  D.  Refund of Taxes 

 
 9. OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO DIRECT QUESTIONS TO THE ADMINISTRATION 
 
10. COUNCIL ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS 
 
11. OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO SPEAK 
  A.  Other Elected Officials 
  B.  Other Residents 
  C.  Mayor 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT (next meeting: March 15, 2022) 
  

tel:+1%20929-235-8441,,25704167
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjJkODM0MTMtY2FlMC00MmZjLWIzYTUtODUyNTM1YjRiMTg0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2287da8af4-4bef-47df-81f6-2cd460cbb560%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22adbe2f67-5e02-469a-ae80-8d192b3a8837%22%7d
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4C42CADg0ZT10RLcGUMMD?domain=ehct.viebit.com
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjJkODM0MTMtY2FlMC00MmZjLWIzYTUtODUyNTM1YjRiMTg0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2287da8af4-4bef-47df-81f6-2cd460cbb560%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22adbe2f67-5e02-469a-ae80-8d192b3a8837%22%7d
https://ehct.viebit.com
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was provided to the Town Council and public on February 8th. (4) A presentation updating 
the Town Council and community on the Jasko Development on the Showcase Cinema 
site was held on February 10th.  (5) Tyron Harris has been hired as the Town’s Human 
Resources Director starting March 7th.  The interview process for Fire Chief begins next 
week and the Finance Director search is still in process.  (6) The ceremonial signing of 
the recently settled Police Contract occurred on February 14 in the Mayor’s Office.  The 
Mayor thanks all Police Officers for their service to the community.  (7) The Brian Aselton 
Snow Dash hosted 218 runners on February 6th.  (8) The Mayor’s Recommended Budget 
for FY 23 will be shared with the council in the next 10 days.  The mill rate has declined 
but there is a revaluation shift away from commercial properties toward residential real 
estate.  (9) A new “Ask the Mayor” social media campaign has begun.  (10) The Town’s 
FY 21 audit and Financial Report were completed and have been filed per State law.  (11) 
The Sifi fiber project is progressing with in ground installation beginning in April.  (12) 
Public Works is in the process of patching potholes.  The Mayor encouraged the public to 
use the “My East Hartford” app to report potholes so that they may be addressed.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 1, 2022 Executive Session 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
   seconded by Travis Simpson 
   to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2022 Executive Session. 
   Motion carried 9/0.  
   
February 1, 2022 Public Hearing 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
   seconded by Tom Rup 
   to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2022 Public Hearing. 
   Motion carried 9/0.  
 
February 1, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
   seconded by Awet Tsegai 
   to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2022 Regular Meeting. 
   Motion carried 9/0.  
 
February 8, 2022 Special Meeting 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
   seconded by Tom Rup 
   to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2022 Special Meeting. 
   Motion carried 9/0.  
 
February 10, 2022 Special Meeting 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
   seconded by Travis Simpson 
   to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2022 Special Meeting. 
   Motion carried 9/0.  
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To accommodate those present, the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson 
  Seconded by Tom Rup 
  to take item 8E out of order 
  Motion Carried 9/0. 
 
Eileen Buckheit, Development Director introduced Mike Andreana and Michael Ceccorulli 
from Pullman and Comley to review the changes to the Development and Tax 
Agreements that were initially presented at the February 10th Special Meeting regarding 
the Showcase Cinema site project. 
 
Mike Ceccorulli summarized the modifications of the Development Agreement which 
provided a budget of expenses and delegated responsibilities of both the town and the 
developers with regards to the project.   
 
Mike Andreana summarized the Tax Agreement modifications, clarifying tax payouts in 
accordance with the proposed enterprise zone statute.  The developer is required to use 
good faith efforts to create and preserve jobs for local residents during construction and 
operation of the property with regards to job postings and the process of procurement of 
goods and services from local businesses.  An annual written report will be provided to 
the Mayor detailing these efforts during development. 
 
Showcase Cinema Development and Tax Agreements 
 
MOTION By Angie Parkinson 
  seconded by Harry Amadasun 
  to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of East Hartford, Connecticut (the “Town”) is the 
owner of certain real property and all appurtenances thereto known as 936 Silver 
Lane, 942 Silver Lane, 944 Silver Lane, 960 Silver Lane, 285 Forbes Street (a/k/a 
285 Forbes Street Rear) and 291 Forbes Street (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Property was the subject of Town’s Request for Proposals 

Bid #21-05 published on October 5, 2020 (the “RFP”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Jasko Zelman 1, LLC (“Jasko”) submitted a proposal for the 

development of the Property (the “RFP Response”), which RFP Response set 
forth preliminary concept plans for the development of the Property including not 
fewer than 360 multifamily market-rate apartment units (the “Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, based upon Jasko’s concept plan and proposed scope of 

development of the Property, the Town selected the RFP Response as the 
successful respondent to the RFP; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town and Jasko entered into a Purchase and Sale 

Agreement for the Property with an effective date of September 24, 2021 (the 



February 15, 2022  Volume 91 4 

“Purchase and Sale Agreement”) following the authorization thereof by the Town 
Council at a special meeting held on September 13, 2021; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Purchase and Sale Agreement contemplates the 

negotiation and execution by the Town and Jasko of (i) a development agreement 
with respect the development and construction of the Project on the Property, and (ii) 
a tax modification agreement to modify the local real property taxes for the Project 
and the Property; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town and Jasko intend to enter into the Development 
Agreement, a draft of which has been provided to the Town Council (the 
“Development Agreement”), with respect the development and construction of the 
Project on the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Property is to be included within the boundaries of the 
adjacent Enterprise Zone by action of the Town Council and approval of the State 
Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the provisions of Section 32-71(e) of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, property and projects within an Enterprise Zone are eligible for real 
property tax abatements and deferrals as the Town deems necessary; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town and Jasko intend to enter into the Tax Modification 
Agreement, a draft of which has been provided to the Town Council (the “Tax 
Agreement”), to modify the local real property taxes for the Project and the Property 
for a period of twenty-seven (27) years at a rate of $2,100 per apartment unit plus 
annual tax increases of 2% per year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town believes that the development of the Property and the 
execution of the Development Agreement and the Tax Agreement are in the best 
interests of the Town. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Development Agreement, substantially in the form as 
presented to this meeting and made a part hereof as fully as if set forth herein, 
with such changes, omissions, insertions and revisions as any Corporation 
Counsel of the Town shall deem advisable, are hereby approved; and Michael P. 
Walsh, Mayor, in the name of the Town, is hereby authorized to execute said 
Development Agreement. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Tax Agreement, substantially in the form as 
presented to this meeting and made a part hereof as fully as if set forth herein, 
with such changes, omissions, insertions and revisions as any Corporation 
Counsel of the Town shall deem advisable, are hereby approved; and Michael P. 
Walsh, Mayor, in the name of the Town, is hereby authorized to execute said Tax 
Agreement. 
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 RESOLVED: That the Mayor, or any designee of the Mayor, is hereby 
authorized to make, execute and deliver all such additional and supplemental 
documents, and to do and perform such acts and to take such actions as may be 
necessary or required for the consummation of the transactions provided for and 
contemplated by the Purchase and Sale Agreement, the Development Agreement 
and the Tax Agreement and any supplements or amendments thereto. 

On call of the vote, motion carried 9/0 
 
At this point, the Council returned to the order of the agenda. 
 
Annual Pension and OPEB Fund Review: 
 
Segal Company- Pension Contributions for FY 2022-23 
 
Henry Nearing, Plan Actuary, reported that the Actuarially Determined Contribution (ADC) 
for FY2022-2023, after employee contributions, a 7.5% discount rate and a 3¼% 
amortization increase, is $20,560,000.  This amount takes into consideration some 
differences in the pension plan actual experience versus anticipated experience regarding 
employee compensation, longevity of plan participants and other factors.  Overall Plan 
Population will continue to gradually decrease as many new and recent Town and Board 
of Education hires are not eligible for pension benefits.  As of June 30, 2021 there are 
$16.1M in investment gains to be reflected in future years with $33.1M gain in the 
2020/2021 plan year. 
 
3D/L Capital Management: Discussion of the Town’s Portfolio- Equity Side 
 
John O’Connor, President of 3D/L Capital Management, Inc., and Ben Lavine, Co-Chief 
Investment Officer of 3D/L Capital Management, Inc., presented the investment returns 
on the equity portion of the Town’s pension and OPEB portfolio for the period from July 1, 
2020 through June 30, 2021.  3D/L manages three accounts for the town: Pension Equity 
Account – which is a stock account, Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) and a cash 
management account. Asset Allocations are balanced amongst sensitive, cyclical and 
defensive sectors. 
 
 
Fiducient Advisors: Discussion of the Town’s Portfolio- Fixed Income Side 
 

Christopher Kachmar, Chief Investment Officer of Fiduciary Investment Advisors (FIA) 
addressed the Council on the annual investment returns of the fixed income portion of the 
Town’s pension and OPEB trust funds.  Current low interest rates serve as an impediment 
to growth in the fixed income portfolio.   
 
John Murphy, Town Treasurer and Chair of the Retiree Benefit Board stated that there will 
be a special meeting hosted virtually via Teams on Saturday February 19 from 9-12 
regarding a review of bond investments and current interest rates.   
 
 
Required OPEB Contribution Re: Section 10-52 
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The Chair stated that the town currently has roughly $10 million in the OPEB Trust Fund 
which is set aside for health benefits for retirees.  If there is a surplus in the Town budget, 
it first goes into the fund balance.  Once the balance exceeds 10% of the annual budget, 
the addition is allocated to the OPEB Trust Fund.  A little over $2 million will be 
contributed towards health insurance costs due to last year’s surplus. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Recommendation from Investigation & Audit Committee re: Appointment of Town Auditors 
for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2022 
 
MOTION By Awet Tsegai 
  seconded by Sebrina Wilson 

to appoint the professional services firm of CliftonLarsonAllen, a.k.a.  
  CLA, to provide auditing services for the Town of East Hartford for the  

fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 in the amount of $74,700, as submitted in 
response to the Request for Proposal for Auditing services dated  

  February 1, 2018.   
 
  Motion carried 9/0. 
 
Plan of Conservation and Development Map Amendment: Rentschler Field 
 
MOTION By Angie Parkinson 
  seconded by Tom Rup 

to amend the Future Land Use Plan in the 2014 Plan of Conservation and 
Development to change land use designation from “Mixed Use” to “Light 
Industry” use with regards to the development parcel at Rentschler Field. 

   
  Motion carried 9/0. 
 
Grant Application- Re: State Library Internal Connections Grant Program 
 
MOTION By Harry Amadasun 
  seconded by Travis Simpson 
  to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS; libraries have a greater need than ever for high-speed Internet 
connections to provide more virtual programming to help their community’s 
efforts to overcome digital inequity, and; 

 
WHEREAS; the Connecticut State Library has made grant funds available 
to principal public libraries through the Fiber to the Library – Internal 
Connections Grant Program to fully leverage high-speed fiber connections 
to the Connecticut Education Network (CEN),  
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NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED; that Michael P. Walsh, Mayor 
of the Town of East Hartford, is authorized to make application to, and 
execute and approve on behalf of this corporation, any and all documents, 
applications, contracts, and amendments as may be required by the 
Connecticut State Library as they pertain to this Fiber to the Library – 
Internal Connections Grant Program. 

  
On call of the vote, motion carried 9/0. 

 
 
Section 10-4 Refund of Taxes: 297 Burnside Avenue 
 
MOTION By Harry Amadasun 
  seconded by Awet Tsegai 
  that pursuant to Section 10-4 of the town of East Hartford Code of  
                      Ordinances, the Town Council approves the property tax                       
  reimbursement of $7,400.15 to Oscar Ardon, Pastor of Iglesia  
                      Acanzando La Vision de Cristo, which represents the payment of  
                      taxes on June 9, 2020. 
   

Motion carried 9/0. 
 
Expansion of Enterprise Zone Boundaries 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson 
  seconded by Tom Rup 
  to adopt the following resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of East Hartford, Connecticut (the “Town”) has 

established a municipal enterprise zone that includes a portion of Census Tract 
5106; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town is currently considering multiple development 

projects in the Silver Lane area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the expansion of the municipal enterprise zone would greatly 

assist the Town’s efforts to develop property in the Silver Lane area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town desires to expand the current municipal enterprise 

zone to include a portion of Census Tract 5106 and a portion of Census Tract 
5105, all as shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

 
WHEREAS, State law requires that the Connecticut Department of 

Economic Development approve any expansion of a municipal enterprise zone; 
and 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY 
 RESOLVED: That the Town’s Director of Development is hereby 
authorized to submit a request to the Connecticut Department of Economic and 
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Community Development for approval of the expansion of the Town’s municipal 
enterprise zone as outlined on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A.   
 RESOLVED: That the Director of Development is hereby authorized to 
make, execute and deliver all such additional and supplemental documents, and 
to do and perform such acts and to take such actions as may be necessary or 
required for the expansion of the Town’s municipal enterprise zone as 
contemplated herein. 

On call of the vote, motion carried 9/0. 
 
 
  
OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO DIRECT QUESTIONS TO THE ADMINISTRATION 
 
Awet Tsegai congratulated the East Hartford High School’s Wrestling Team on a perfect season, 
finishing with a 20-0 record and winning the CC North Title for the first time in school history. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS 
 
MOTION By Don Bell 
  seconded by Awet Tsegai 
 

to approve a full and final settlement of all claims that UniFirst Corporation 
asserts against the Town of East Hartford related to that certain Customer 
Service Agreement entered into on or around April 15, 2014, by and 
between UniFirst Corporation and the Town of East Hartford, for the sum 
of One Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars ($1,750.00). 

 
Motion carried 9/0. 

 
MOTION By Don Bell 
  seconded by Travis Simpson 

 
to accept the recommendation of Corporation Counsel to fully and finally 
settle the pending Superior Court Action known as Faith Snay, PPA Tonda 
Downes, Et al. v Board of Education of the Town of East Hartford Et al., 
Docket No. HHD-CV-19-6114583-S, for a total sum of $85,000. 

 
Motion carried 9/0. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION By John Morrison 
  seconded by Don Bell 
  to adjourn at 10:53 p.m. 
  Motion carried 9/0. 
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     Attest________________________________ 
             Jason Marshall 
                        TOWN COUNCIL CLERK 
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MDC Adopted 2022 Budget
East Hartford Town Council
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Commissioner Overview

➢ Introductions
o Robert Barron, MDC Chief Financial Officer

➢ Budget Process
o Three Town meetings (Sep 22, Sep 27, Oct 28)

o Public Hearing (Nov 15)

o Water Bureau and DPW (Nov 22)

o Four Board of Finance meetings (Sep 28, Oct 27, Nov 10, Nov 23) 

o MDC District Board approval (Dec 06)

➢ Core Values
o Providing excellent, reliable customer service

o Sound planning and financial management

o Continual environmental compliance and stewardship of the watershed

o Open communications and transparency with our member towns and stakeholders
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Chief Financial Officer Overview

➢ 2022 Water and Sewer Operating Expenditure budget increased by only $3.5 million or 1.7%

➢ 2022 Water and Sewer Operating Revenues
o Sewer’s Ad Valorem increased by $1.6 million or 3.1%
o Sewer’s Customer Service Charge increased by $2.00 from $7.00 to $9.00
o Water’s Consumption Rate increased by $0.04 or 1.0%

o Sewer  

▪ Every 1% of Ad Valorem increase generates approximately $515,000 of Revenue

▪ Each $1.00 of Sewer Customer Service Charge is equal to approximately $1,000,000 of revenue

o Water  

▪ Each penny of the Water Rate is equal to approximately $180,000

Major Object 2021  Adopted 2022 Adopted $ Change % Change

Debt 70,795,600$       68,608,100$        (2,187,500)$      -3.1%

Total Payroll 45,301,800$       44,892,734$        (409,066)$         -0.9%

Pension Regular 7,841,600$          7,917,064$           75,464$            1.0%

Insurance 6,000,700$          6,111,238$           110,538$          1.8%

OPEB 8,970,800$          9,266,005$           295,205$          3.3%

Chemicals 2,203,200$          2,844,400$           641,200$          29.1%

Other Miscellaneous Expenditures 37,033,500$       37,855,029$        821,529$          2.2%

Employee Benefits 18,695,000$       19,863,605$        1,168,605$       6.3%

Utilities 6,482,200$          7,896,200$           1,414,000$       21.8%

Fuel for Inceneration 2,191,500$          3,794,600$           1,603,100$       73.2%

Total   205,515,900$     209,048,975$      3,533,075$       1.7%
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AD VALOREM & WATER RATE IMPACT
(10/27/21 Board of Finance recommendation)

➢ The Recommended 2022 District’s budget:

o Sewer $100.2 opex - $47.1 orev =                                   

$53.1 million to be collected from member towns
o This represents a $1.6 million or  3.1% Ad Valorem increase 

over 2021’s $51.5 million

o Also includes a SCSC increase from $7.00 to $9.00

o Water $108.8 opex - $12.3 orev =                                               

$99.6 to be collected from Water Sales
o Water rate of $4.09 per CCF x 17.7 million CCF Consumption 

= $72.4 million (1.0% increase over 2021’s $4.05 rate)

o Water service charges (domestic, commercial, industrial, 

other) = $24.2 million

o Total $209.0 opex representing an overall operating 

expenditure increase of $3.5 million or 1.7% increase over 

2021’s $205.5 million
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WATER BILL COMPARISON

CCFs/

Month

Rate/

CCF Monthly Annual

Rate/

CCF Monthly Annual Monthly Annual %

Member Town - Residential

Water Use Charge 8.3  $4.05  $  33.75  $    405.00  $4.09  $  34.08  $    409.00 0.33$    4.00$        1.0%

CWP 8.3  $4.10  $  34.17  $    410.00  $4.10  $  34.17  $    410.00 -$      -$          0.0%

Water Customer Service Charge  $  14.98  $    179.76  $  14.98  $    179.76 -$      -$          0.0%

Sewer Customer Service Charge  $    7.00  $       84.00  $    9.00  $    108.00 2.00$    24.00$     28.6%

Total Bill  $  89.90  $1,078.76  $  92.23  $1,106.76  $    2.33  $     28.00 2.6%

Non-Member - Residential

Water Use Charge 8.3  $4.05  $  33.75  $    405.00  $4.09  $  34.08  $    409.00 0.33$    4.00$        1.0%

Customer Service Charge  $  14.98  $    179.76  $  14.98  $    179.76 -$      -$          0.0%

General Surcharge Outside of District  $  14.98  $    179.76  $  14.98  $    179.76 -$      -$          0.0%

Total Bill  $  63.71  $    764.52  $  64.04  $    768.52  $    0.33  $        4.00 0.5%

2021 2022 Variance
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Water Consumption and Revenue

o $96.6 million (from slide 4) = Water 
Use revenue (Consumption revenue 
+ Service Charge revenue)

o Domestic, Commercial and Industrial 
consumption represents 90% of total 
consumptions

o Municipal and Public Agency 
consumption represents 
approximately 5% of the total 17.7 
million CCF consumption proposed 
for 2022

o With the remaining 5% from Other 
Water Companies and 
Commercial/Religious organizations

Description CCFs %

Revenue at 

$4.09 Rate

Domestic 11,561,400 65% 47,286,126$      

Commercial 3,512,200 20% 14,364,898$      

Industrial 877,700 5% 3,589,793$        

Public Authorities/Municipal 703,000 4% 2,875,270$        

* Other Water Companies 484,900 3% 1,890,325$        

Commercial/Religious 309,200 2% 1,264,628$        

Municipal/Housing 175,000 1% 715,750$           

Domesic/Religious 41,100 0% 168,099$           

Domestic/Agriculture 9,900 0% 40,491$             

Commercial/Agriculture 8,600 0% 35,174$             

Consumption revenue 17,683,000 100% 72,230,554$      

Service Charge revenue 24,321,700$      

Water Use revenue 96,552,254$      

* Dilution to average $3.90 rate due to Untreated Water sales

2022 Approved Water Budget
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: 
2021 vs 2022 Water Rate Comparison
(typical 5/8” residential meter)

Water Utility
Water Rate                   

Per CCF (748 gal)
Year MDC RWA

CT Water $8.30 2022 $4.09 $4.77

Aquarion (Topstone Division) $6.87 2021 $4.05 $4.40

Regional Water Authority (RWA) $4.77 2020 $3.97 $4.40

Metropolitan District (MDC) $4.09 2019 $3.50 $4.40

2018 $3.14 $4.14

2017 $2.77 $3.95

2016 $2.66 $3.68

2022 TREND
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Customer Service Charges and General Surcharges 
by payor

o Non-Member Towns customers do not 
have MDC sewer service and do not pay 
the $9.00 per month Sewer CSC

o Both Member and Non-Member town 
customers pay the Water CSC

o Only the Non-Member Town customers 
with Water Service pay the General 
Surcharge
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