HDC 03/10/2020

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD

REGULAR MEETING:  MARCH 10, 2020
The regular meeting of the Historic District Commission of East Hartford, Connecticut was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room A on the first floor of Town Hall by Chairman David Holmes.  On a roll call by Mr. Simpson:

PRESENT:  Chairman David Holmes, Vice Chair Travis Simpson, and Gary LeBeau (7:03), Alternate Jeffrey Cummings, Alternate Henry Pawlowski, Steven Strange and Alternate David Case (7:02)
ABSENT: Joshua Quintana
Alternate Jeffrey Cummings was appointed a voting member by Chairman Holmes.  It was determined that a quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT:  Liaison, Paul O’Sullivan and Agent for the Applicant, Trinity Solar Representative, Rich Korfel 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  

MOTION by Mr. Simpson to accept the November 12, 2019 Special Meeting & Special Meeting Minutes; seconded by Mr. Strange.  Vote was unanimous and uncontested. Mr. Pawlowski abstained.  
COMMUNICATIONS: Those listed on the agenda were presented. There were no additional Communications.
OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS/RESIDENTS TO SPEAK: None 
NEW BUSINESS:  
ACCEPT AS COMPLETE:  APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – 131 NAUBUC AVENUE (OWNER:  SMITH) #96 – INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS ON REAR ROOF AND SHED:  Rich Korfel, Representative from Trinity Solar, explained that most of the solar panels would be on the back of the structure and the shed, except for 4 panels that would be located on the front roof and visible from the street.  Also, the inverter and meter would be located on the side of the house.  After a lengthy discussion, the Commission explained to Trinity Solar that the panels would all have to be located on the rear roof of the structure, and the meter and inverter must be put in the basement.  Trinity Solar agreed to revise the application and plans at that time.  Mr. Simpson made a MOTION that the Application for Certificate of Appropriateness #96 be set aside in consideration that the now-revised plans allow for no visibility of the solar panels from the street; seconded by Mr. LeBeau.
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION:  HOCKANUM SCHOOL/LIBRARY – Mr. Strange, who is also a member of the East Hartford Historical Society began a discussion regarding the old Hockanum School built in 1870.  It is now commonly referred to as the Hockanum Library.  Mr. Strange asked the Commission for help in trying to get the building maintained and 
restored to use as a possible museum.  Suggestions included doing an adaptive reuse study, hiring a structural engineer to do an assessment of the property and possibly using grant funds 
to restore the building.  Chairman Holmes said he would contact the Town and find out what has been done recently with the building and find out if there are any future plans.  He will report back to the Commission with his findings. 
PAYMENTS:  

1. Clerk ($75)
Mr. LeBeau made a MOTION to pay the above listed expenses; seconded by Mr. Simpson.   Vote was unanimous and uncontested.
OLD BUSINESS:  None

OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  Mr. Simpson discussed doing a survey of the residents of the historic district. Mr. Simpson will prepare a list of questions to ask the residents of the historic district.  He will present his questions at the next meeting for discussion.  He will enlist the help of his son that needs to do community service for his school.  His son will go to each residence in the district and ask the questions to the homeowners and then compile the answers.  
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Mr. Simpson to adjourn the meeting 8:10 p.m.; seconded by Mr. Strange.  
Respectfully Submitted, 

_______________________

Michelle Enman, clerk
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