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VETERANS COMMISSION MEETING 

Community CenterEAST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

April 9, 2024 - 7:00 pm 

Present:  John Cook, Richard Bates, Art Parker, , Robin Parys James Shelmerdine Jr., Candy 
Guastamachio, Melodie Wilson, and Juliet Relph, Clerk.    

 
Absent: (excused) Howard Satalino, Paul Barry 
 

Pledge of Allegiance with a moment of silence led by Richard Bates 

1) CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner John Cook called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 

2) AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  Typo in Section 7(i) should be Parade. 
 

3) ROLL CALL:  As indicated above.  Melodie Wilson, a returning member was welcomed 

aboard. 

4) OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION – None 

5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES for February 21, 2024. 

A motion was made to approve the March 12, 2024 minutes. 
  MOTION By James Shelmerdine Jr. 
                  Seconded by Candy Guastamachio  
    Motion carried 7/0 

6) COMMUNICATION AND INVOICES  

 Letter was sent to the Mayor showing full support of the Veterans Commission for his 
future vision of Bicentennial Park. 

 Provide update of recent flag order. 
7) OLD BUSINESS 

a) Report from Parade Committee 
(1) Candy Guastamachio – Parade Team Leader provided updates regarding 

registered participants.  So far, there are 38 registered groups, and a total of 747 
marchers. Waiting for a response from bagpipers.  Also inviting Town veterans to 
join other veteran groups during the parade.  Rich Bates indicated that the VFW 
would be happy to have them join them during the parade. 

 

Fundraising – Richard Bates – Sponsorship Team Leader began reaching out to local 
businesses and last year’s sponsors with sponsorship requests.  It’s a time-consuming 
challenge. 

EHHS Essay Contest – final five will be picked up April 15 with the winner being 
selected at the April 17th meeting. 
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b) ii) Mapping of veterans’ graves outside of veteran sections 

i)      Maps of different cemeteries are available. 
Commissioner Cook is waiting for maps from the Department of Public Works. 

8) NEW BUSINESS  

A service will be held at 6:00PM on May 26 to place a wreath and to read the Gold Star 

Names. 

Flag placements for Memorial Day are scheduled for May 18, 2024.  Kick off will be at 

8:00AM. Richard Bates explained the “Quilts of Valor” program and the planned 

presentations for next week at the Senior Center. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:03pm 
 
    MOTION By James Shelmerdine, Jr.  

    Seconded by Art Parker. 
     Motion carried 7/0 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2024 

Respectfully submitted by: John Cook, Chairman 


