Veterans Affairs Commission Minutes

Regular Meeting

                                                                November 07, 2016
7:00 P.M.

   2nd Floor Conference Room 
Roll Call:     Bernie Corona, Paul Barry, Vinny Parys, Jim Schelmerdine Jr., Tim Siggia, Greg 
                      Simms.
Excused :      
Absent:        Dave Whalen.
Call to Order:  Chairperson Bernie Corona called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Opportunity for Citizens to speak:  
Acceptance of Minutes:  Commissioner Paul Barry motioned to accept the Oct ober  3,2016  minutes as is, 2nd by Commissioner Vinny Parys.
Motion:  Approved and uncontested  
Correspondence:   Commissioner Vinny informed the Commission that he had received and invitation to the Hartford Veterans Day Parade, however he was unable to participate.
Treasurers Report:   Current balance unavailable
 Unfinished Business/Old Business:  Discussion regarding purchasing a paver for the purchase of a paver for the Ct Veterans Memorial from the Veterans  Commission.  Commissioner Vinny Parys will research from the Town as to validity of this purchase.
       New Business:  Chairperson Bernie Corona  presented the Commission with information 
       regarding an increase in the number of Veterans waiting more than a month for care at Dept.   
       of VA hospitals.  Delays for treatment of Veterans in VA hospitals and fake waiting lists have       

       not been alleviated.  Only 18% of Military Veterans in 2015 compared to 64% in 1981.

       Burial Benefits Expansion Bill H.R. 4757.  VA Unethical Health Care Practices Bill H.R.5399.
       COLA 2017.  Military retirees & individuals receiving Veterans benefits will only see a 0.3%

       cost-of-living increase in their federal benefits next year.
       Commissioner Tim Siggia motioned to pay the clerk, 2nd Commissioner Greg Simms.

       Motion:  Approved and uncontested.

       Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
  NEXT MEETING:  December 5, 2016   
   Respectfully Submitted
  __________________
   Robin E. Parys Clerk
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