Beautification Commission Meeting

Thursday September 3, 2015
Present:
Elaine Dube; Dolores Kehoe; Mary Mourey; Betty Russell; Pat Sirois.
Also Present: 
Tim Bockus, Director/Public Works 

Joe Cortes, Inspections/Permits;

Ted Fravel, Director/Park and Recreation.

ABSENT:
 Pat Byrnes (excused); Pat Perron (excused); Tony Russo (excused); 




Luz Torres  (excused).
 Call to order:

Chair Pat Sirois called the meeting of the Beautification Commission  at 5:30 pm.
Acceptance of minutes of August 6, 2015
 Mary Mourey made a motion to approve the minutes of August 6, 2015.  Seconded by Betty Russell.

Opportunity for citizens to speak.

None at this time.

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS

· Park and Rec

Ted Fravel reported on the following:
· September 12 is East Hartford Clean-Up day, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Town Green.

150 people have already signed up to work.  Different parts of town will be the focus.  Rain or shine.

· The Park and Recreation Department’s Fall Brochure is out, offering various activities.

· It was a good summer at the town parks and pools.

· The Summer Youth Employment students worked out well.

Tim Bockus  reported on the following:


Tree Issues:

· 7 Ellington Road, tree was posted because of hanging on the roof of a neighbor.  This is a town tree, and the home-owner can have it cut down at their expense.
· Martin Park – Myrtle/Oakwood entrance – 4 trees were removed

· Tree was removed at the Brewer House

· Tess Schwartz will begin school to become a Deputy Tree Warden

Other information:

· The Burnside Avenue road project has begun, plans are designed to re-align Larrabee Street.
· Raymond Library landscaping is completed, trees were trimmed, a butterfly garden installed, also a fence.

· Work will begin at the Brewer House to repair the brick sidewalk.
· East Hartford Women’s Club will purchase a White Spruce

· Discussion was held on the evaluation process to pave various roads in town and the application to the State of CT.  Forbes Street is completed.  Neighborhood roads off of Forest Street are still being worked on.

Commissioners brought up the following concerns for Public Works:
· It was reported there are no lights at Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse parking lot.  Tim Bockus will check on the issue.

Joe Cortes reported on the following:

· The department is bringing 5 homeowners to court due to violations: 5 Spaulding, 253 Brewer, 83 Margery Drive, 256 Burnside Avenue and 10 Pinecrest.

· He has spoken to the homeowners at the following addresses: 51-57 Stanley Street and 14 Ensign St.

Concerns of the Commission:

· 20 Chester Street – Sofa has been on the tree belt for 2 weeks.
· Burnside Avenue (Drain Company), he constantly visits the property for an update

· 359 Burnham Street

· 315 Long Hill (corner before Andover Road)

· Main Street (across from McKee Street) Yellow Colonial, many cars parked in front yard.  Joe did state there is a police ordinance in reference to parking on the front lawn.

Financial Report:







Mary Mourey reported there is $7967.69  in the General Budget. Remembrance Fund $520.96.
Mary Mourey stated she purchased 100 certificates for Beautification Awards.

Communications:




· Arbor Day Foundation

Chair's report




Chair Sirois reported she attended the Town Council meeting to give out the Beautification Awards:  Residential:  50 Blackstone Lane – Pauline and Mike Fusco

Business:  Owner Jim Carter – 101 Pitkin Street

She stayed for the Town Council meeting and heard the presentation on the Outlets planned for Rentschler Field.

old BUsiness:



None.
New BusineSS
A. Beautification Awards Recommendations
B. Business Awards Recommendation
C. Community Pride Award

It was decided that the recommended properties will be reviewed in the spring of 2016.  These items were tabled.
D. Holiday Fest

Chair Sirois will be emailing all organizations that participated last year.  She will be contacting St. Chris to see if they have their Christmas Fair the weekend of Holiday Fest and if they want to participate.

The Historical Society will be doing a Holiday Tea at the Brewer House.

Chair Sirois will confirm about using the Goodwin College Trolley and will contact Ray Tubbs to be the narrator on the trolley to speak about various historical buildings in town.

OTHER BUSINESS



None.
 Payment of Bills:

Theresa Godreau  


$75.00

Elaine Dube made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  Seconded by Mary Mourey.  Approved.

Adjournment:

 Mary Mourey  made a motion to adjourn at 6:35 pm.  Seconded by Elaine Dube.  Approved.
The next meeting of the Beautification Commission will be in Building Department Conference Room on October 8, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Theresa Godreau, Clerk

