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TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD

FINE ARTS COMMISSION

50 Chapman Place 

EHCCC

East Hartford, CT 06108

MINUTES

Meeting of December 11, 2014
Chair, Florence Schroeter called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
I. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Maureen Rodgers, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Dan Russell, and Florence Schroeter.

ABSENT: Betty Russell, Karen Howe, Susan Tukey, Prescille Yamamoto, and Hilde O’Brien. All excused.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion By: Maureen Rodgers moved to approve the October 9, 2014 minutes as distributed.
Seconded By: Dan Russell  
Corrections: Meeting was transferred to Room 104 due to a special event taking place at the EHCCC.
All in Favor: Motion Carried
Glynis McKenzie was not present when the minutes were approved.
III. CHAIR’S REPORT:  Florence Schroeter reported that both the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of this Commission believe that Circle of Life, Arts for All and the Art League should be self-sufficient.
IV. CORRESPONDENCE:   No Report.
V. 2015 MEETING DATES: The 2015 Meeting Dates for the East Hartford Fine Arts Commission are as follows:
January 8, 2015

* February , 2015 – To be determined
 March 12, 2015

April 9, 2015

*May, 2015 – To be determined
June 11, 2015

July 9, 2015

August, 2015 (No meeting per past practice)

September 10, 2015
October 8, 2015
November 12, 2015
December 10, 2015
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Drama / Lecture / Poetry: Maureen Rodgers reported that Elizabeth Thomas has agreed to do workshop programs at Sunset Ridge School and is working out dates for May, 2015. 
Poet Laureate: Reggie Barall reported she had the opportunity to speak with Mayor Marcia LeClerc regarding the Poet Laureate. Mayor Marcia LeClerc gave permission to continue researching for a Poet Laureate, and keep her posted. Reggie Barall will contact Susan Hansen, Librarian, and Nathan Quesnel, Superintendent of Schools, to research prospective Poet Laureates and qualifications. Maureen Rodgers tabled further discussion until the next meeting.  
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Art:  Terrey Blackstone reported that Dan Russell performed the hands on demonstration on How to Bind Books. It was wonderful and received very well. Dan Russell reported the presentation was a teaching demonstration and approximately 18 people attended.
Terry Blackstone tabled December discussion due to all the activities that are going on during this month and is working on a January, 2015 program. To be discussed at the next meeting.
Children’s Program:  Reggie Barall reported that the children were part of The Holiday Fest on Saturday, December 6, 2014 at the EHCCC Auditorium from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. They performed ballet, movement, and hip hop. The Morlock School of Dance was present, Anita Duprey was in charge, and the Rotary Club also helped sponsor the program. The performance was wonderful including the performers, and we had a full house.
Willowbrook:  Reggie Barall reported she met with Jeanne McCarroll, Principal at a breakfast party and discussed Early Childhood education. Jeanne McCarroll, Principal continues to rave about the program the Fine Arts Commission is sponsoring at the school.  Reggie Barall reported that the Circle of Life adds to the balance of the program.
Dance:  Reggie Barall reported that she is planning to do April in Paris in the Spring. There will be more discussion on the program as time approaches.
Black History: Reggie Barall reported that Pastor Gary and his committee gave a March date to have the event.
The Commissioners disagreed on the date, will not support the program to be held in March, and stated Black History month is held in February, which the program should be held in that month. Reggie Barall tabled further discussions and will report at the next meeting.
E.H.S.Y.F.: Glynis McKenzie reported that they participated in the Christmas Fest and performed skits, held on Saturday, December 6, 2014 at 12:30 p.m. She reported that she spent under $50.00, had a good attendance, and will work on more Programs in the future.

EHPS Mini-Grants: No report. 
Film Series:  Glynis McKenzie reported the Film Series will be held at 7:00p.m., at East Hartford Community   Cultural Center. On Saturday, January 10, 2015,”Netherlands in 1945” will be featured. On Saturday, February 14, 2014, “Perfect Sense” will be featured.
Sounds of Summer: Terry Blackstone reported she is still working with Jim Urich on the Banner.
Music:  Florence Schroeter reported that Paul Bisaccia did a fabulous Classic Christmas – Jazz Christmas at First Church. She also reported that Paul Bisaccia discussed with her that he would like to do the Spring concert as well and gave her a possible alternative. The Commissioners discussed the possibilities.  



Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to have Paul Bisaccia perform in May, 2015

In hopes that he will agree to the terms the Fine Arts Commission will present to him and/or the possibilities as a potential Honorarium.

Second By: Terrye Blackstone

All in Favor: Motion Carried

1 Abstention: Glynis McKenzie 



50th Anniversary:  No report.  
VII. OLD BUSINESS: Glynis McKenzie reported that many of the Commissioners were absent. 
Motion By: Dan Russell moved to table 2014 -2015 Budget
Second By: Maureen Rodgers
All in Favor: Motion Carried
VIII. NEW BUSINESS:  Glynis McKenzie reported that The Gazette bill for the Display Ad on 7/25/13 for All Shook up should not have been charged to the Fine Arts Commission.  She will look into the billing discrepancy.
-3-

IX. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
$   80.00

Judith Beeman (Clerk’s Fee)

$ 100.00

The Gazette



(Wiffenpoofs display ad 9/26/13)
$ 100.00

The Gazette



(Art Exhibit display ad 3/20/14)

$   50.00

The Gazette



(Art Demonstration ad 11/18/14)

$ 125.00

Dan Lyman Russell



(Book Binding Demo on 11/18/14)

$ 115.00

Ken Lawhorn



(Piano tuning at church 12/4/2014)





  Motion By:  Maureen Rodgers moved to approve bills.




  Seconded By: Glynis McKenzie




  All in Favor: Motion Carried
X. MEMBERS CONCERNS: Terrye Blackstone recommended that the Fine Arts Commission return to their original meeting room once the Raymond Library vacates the EHCCC.  To be checked into and discussed at the next meeting.

Glynis McKenzie reported that she will be contacting Ted Fravel, Parks and Rec Director, to remind him that the Fine Arts Commissioners are volunteers and should not be considered an after- thought. To be discussed at the next meeting.
XI.  ADJOURNMENT:   
 Motion By:  Dan Russell moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
 Seconded By:  Maureen Rodgers
 All in Favor:  Motion Carried
The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 8, 2014,  at the EHCCC 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT Room 103.
Respectfully submitted,
East Hartford Fine Arts Commission

Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,

Clerk

