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           TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD
FINE ARTS COMMISSION

50 Chapman Place 

EHCCC

East Hartford, CT 06108

MINUTES

Meeting of May 7, 2015
 Chair Florence Schroeter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
I. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Judy Okeson, Susan Tukey, 
Dan Russell, Betty Russell, Maureen Rodgers, Rebecca LaCosse, Joan Coates, Prescille Yamamoto, and Florence Schroeter
ABSENT:  Janette Rosa. Karen Howe excused and Glynis McKenzie excused.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to approve the April 7, 2015 minutes 

Seconded By: Maureen Rodgers
Discussion: Judy Okeson made a correction to the Willowbrook Program to read: “Reggie Barall will continue the program at her expense.”
All in Favor: Motion Carried
III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Florence Schroeter reported:

1. She ran into Leon Alexander of the People of Good Will musical group, who commented they would like to do future performances. 
2. Paul Bisaccia will be turning 60 on August 29th. 
3. Jerry Scheinfeldt will have the piano tuned before the Paul Bisaccia concert at the First Congregational Church. 
4. EHSYF is holding another “Dining for a Cause” fundraiser, this time at the 99 Restaurant in Glastonbury on Monday, May 11, 2015 from 5 to 8 pm. Vouchers were distributed to Commissioners. If a voucher is presented, 15% of the check will be donated to EHSYF.

5.  She picked up a thank you note from Susan Kent of CBIA from the Parks and Recreation Department. It included pictures of children at the Wadsworth Atheneum, for which they had received a mini grant. 
6. As mentioned at the April meeting, Suzanne Gates sent a thank you note, with a copy to Glynis.

7. She reminded the Commissioners that the rescheduled February film “Perfect Sense” will be filmed on Saturday, May 9th at 7:00 pm. 
8. She thanked the Commissioners for attending the meeting on a non-scheduled date.
IV.  CORRESPONDENCE: Florence Schroeter received a mass e-mail from Paul Bisaccia regarding his upcoming concert at First Congregational Church on May 17, 2015. 
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Drama / Lecture / Poetry: Maureen Rodgers requested $650.00 for Elizabeth Thomas. Elizabeth Thomas will have a Poetry workshop at Sunset Ridge School on May 27, May 29, June 3, and June 5, 2015.
Poet Laureate:  No report at this time.
Art: Terrye Blackstone invited the Commissioners to the East Hartford Art League and the East Harford Fine Arts Spring Art Festival on Saturday, May 9, 2015 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. She discussed the selected Adjudicator, Nancy Wynn who is a Connecticut native, professional imagist, contemporary artist, and her qualifications. Dan Russell has worked with Nancy Wynn for many years and commented that she teaches at UConn- Storrs. Betty Russell commented she is very qualified. Terrye Blackstone mentioned that Anne Bellinger will do the calligraphy for the purchase award and John Ryan has been asked to take the photo.

 
Children’s Program:  Reggie Barall commented that the program is ongoing.  
Willowbrook:  Reggie Barall commented the program will be continuing through the end of May, at her expense, and will conclude with a recital. 

Dance:  Reggie Barall commented “April in Paris” held Sunday, April 19, 2015 at 1:00 pm was a wonderful program and enjoyed by all. Prescille Yamamoto commented she was very impressed with the children and young women who were polished, sitting very properly,  admiring the demonstrations that were going on, and patiently waiting their turn to perform.
 E.H.S.Y.F.: Joan Coates reported that the auditions for Suessical performance will be held on
May 30-31, 2015,  June 1 and June 4, 2015 at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center. 
Film Series:  Florence Schroeter reminded the Commissioners that February Film Series, Perfect Sense, was rescheduled and will be screened this coming Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 7:00 pm.
Sounds of Summer:  Terry Blackstone commented that she is looking forward to the upcoming MacTalla Mor performance on July 23, 2015 at Great River Park.
Music: Florence Schroeter reminded the Commissioners that Paul Bisaccia will perform at the First Congregational Church on May 17, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. This year’s performance is called

 “I Love a Piano.”
50th Anniversary:  Commissioners are waiting for the official date the Raymond Library will open.
VI. OLD BUSINESS: Terrye Blackstone will report on the banner at the next meeting. Prescille Yamamoto recommended that the Fine Arts Commission keep the banner in their possession at all times.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:   The 2015 – 2016 Budget was discussed. Florence Schroeter spoke for Glynis McKenzie, who sent her an e-mail with her recommendations and requested that the Commissioners consider other events as follows: The Whiffenpoofs in the fall, the New England Chamber Choir in the spring, and a film festival to be held in October/November featuring 20th Century Artists – perhaps it could be considered an “Art” event as well as a “Film” event.  Prescille Yamamoto will calculate the figures and present the budget requests to the Commissioners for discussion at the next meeting.
Prescille Yamamoto commented that there are no community bulletin boards available in the town and will research further into the community bulletin boards.
-3-

VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
$  80.00

Judith Beeman (Clerk’s Fee)

$100.00 +/-
East Hartford Gazette 



(Advertisement for the Paul Bisaccia concert on May 17, 2015)
$120.00 +/-
Piano Tuning (First Congregational Church for the Paul Bisaccia Concert on May 17, 2015

$650.00

Elizabeth Thomas 
(Poetry workshop at Sunset Ridge School May 27, May 29,June 3rd, and June 5, 2015)  
$125.00

Nancy E. Wynn
 


(Adjudicator for the Spring Art Festival on May 9, 2015) 
$  25.00 +/-
Plaque (Art Purchase Award)
$  25.00

Anne Bellinger (Calligraphy for the Art Purchase Award)

$  15.00

John Ryan (asked to do Photo of the Art Purchase Award)
           $1,000.00 +/-
Art Purchase Award





  Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to approve bills.





  Seconded By: Maureen Rodgers




  All in Favor: Motion Carried

IX. MEMBERS CONCERNS: Prescille Yamamoto suggested that the Commissioners read the previous minutes before attending a meeting.
Susan Tukey recommended that the newly appointed Commissioners should be introduced to the Commission at the beginning of the meeting and let them discuss a little bit about themselves to the Commissioners. 
X.  ADJOURNMENT:   
 Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.

 Seconded By: Joan Coates
 All in Favor: Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7p.m.,Thursday, June 11, 2015, East Hartford Community Cultural Center, 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT., in Room 12.

Respectfully submitted,

East Hartford Fine Arts Commission
Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,

Clerk

