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TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD

FINE ARTS COMMISSION

50 Chapman Place 

EHCCC

East Hartford, CT 06108

MINUTES

Meeting of March 12, 2015
Vice-Chair Prescille Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
I. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Susan Tukey, Rebecca LaCosse, and  Prescille Yamamoto.

ABSENT: Betty Russell, Dan Russell, Maureen Rodgers, Florence Schroeter Karen Howe (all excused), and Janette Rosa. 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion By: Terrye Blackstone moved to approve the January 8, 2015 minutes 
Seconded By: Judy Okeson

All In Favor:  Motion Carried  
III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Prescille Yamamoto announced that Mayor Marcia A. LeClerc appointed a new Fine Arts Commissioner, Rebecca LaCosse, who was accepted by the Town Council on January 20, 2015. Her term expires in December 2019. Prescille Yamamoto welcomed and introduced Rebecca LaCosse to the Commissioners.
IV. CORRESPONDENCE: Commissioner Karen Howe sent an e-mail requesting no budget increase. Commissioner Maureen Rodgers sent an e-mail on information she received on the Poet Laureate and requested the information be distributed to the Commissioners.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Drama / Lecture / Poetry: No report. 

Poet Laureate:  Information is being gathered for the Commissioners to review.
Art:  Terrye Blackstone announced The East Hartford Art League and the East Harford Fine Arts Commission, on Tuesday, March 31, 2015, from 6 to 8 p. m., will present artist Scott Wilton in a demonstration to be held in Room 104 at the East Hartford Community Center. He will be demonstrating his unique paintings and pastels.



Motion: Terrye Blackstone moved to pay Artist Scott Wilton $125.00




Second By: Susan Tukey




All in Favor: Motioned Carried

Children’s Program:  Reggie Barall reported that the program is ongoing. There are approximately 20+ children attending classes. They meet every Saturday at 11 a.m. and the number of children attending continues to increase every week.

Willowbrook:  Reggie Barall reported that the program will be ending in May. The program in movement teaches children dance, counting and rhythm. 
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Dance:  Reggie Barall announced “April in Paris” held Sunday at 1:00p.m., April 19, 2015 in the auditorium of the East Hartford Community Cultural Center.  She is still recruiting more people of all ages to perform in the show which will include poetry, miscellaneous dancing, and a short play. The flyers are being worked on at this time. She is requesting $1,400.00 from the Dance Budget.
Black History: Reggie Barall reported on the February 21, 2015 Black History Program. She passed out photos taken from the program for the Commissioners to view. The dancing, drummers, speeches on Black History Heros, a poem from a book on Prudence Crandall, quotations from Abraham Lincoln, the singers were fantastic and enjoyed by all attended.

E.H.S.Y.F.: Glynis McKenzie announced the dates for “Seussical” will be July 31, August 1, and August 2, 2015.  

The next fundraiser will be the annual cabaret/silent auction, this year entitled, “Everyone is a Star”, at the Veterans Memorial Clubhouse on May 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be singing, the silent auction, and refreshments.
Glynis McKenzie reported the Singing Valentines raised over $300.00, and the Roma’s pasta sauce sale raised over $800.00.
Film Series:  Glynis McKenzie reported that this Saturday’s film (March 14), “If I Were You” is a Canadian comedy. She rescheduled February 14’s film “Perfect Sense to May 9, due to snow. She added that she had submitted the bills for the rights to show the films.
Sounds of Summer:  Glynis McKenzie reported that Kristine Vincent from Parks and Recreation reached out to her regarding the Fine Arts Commission sponsoring the Sounds of Summer program. She asked the Commissioners if they have any recommendations submit to the Parks and Recreation Department. Kristine Vincent will be sending Glynis McKenzie a list of performers she has already scheduled. Judy Okeson recommended that the selection should be appropriate for the Fine Arts Commission to present. Susan Tukey recommended requesting “The People of Good Will”.  Recommendations and selections will be discussed at the next meeting.
Music:  In recognition of the Commission’s steadfast support, Mr. Bisaccia will perform free of charge. The Commission will pay for the piano tuning.
Glynis McKenzie reminded Commissioners that the “City Singers of Hartford” will be performing “Celtic Fire” at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center on March 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. She e-mailed Laura Wright posters to distribute to the school’s teachers. Advertising includes the Town’s website, Channel 5 and press releases will be published in The Gazette, and The Journal Inquirer.  Paul Buettner Florist will loan plants to decorate the stage. She submitted the bill of $1,000.00.
50th Anniversary:  No report.   
VI. OLD BUSINESS: 2014 – 2015 Budget:  Prescille Yamamoto reported she went to Finance Department at Town Hall and picked up a current balance sheet. Looking at the numbers, Glynis McKenzie presented a budget outline. The Commissioners reviewed the figures and came to an agreement.

Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to approve the 2014-2015 Budget as adjusted by those present at the March 12, 2015 meeting.

Second: Reggie Barall
All in Favor: Motion Carried
VII. NEW BUSINESS:  Glynis McKenzie requested that the Commissioners review and be prepared to discuss the up-coming budget for 2015 -2016 Year at the next meeting. Prescille Yamamoto reported that the Budget will be the same and to look very hard into the amounts needed.
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VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
$   80.00

Judith Beeman (Clerk’s Fee)

$ 125.00

Scott Wilson



(March Art League Presentation, Mach 31, 2015))

$1,000.00
City Singers



(Performance on Saturday, March 21, 2015, “Celtic Fire!”)

$1,400.00
Circle of Life, Arts for All



(April In Paris, performance on Sunday¸ April 19, 2015 at 1:00 p.m.)

$1,000.00
Films Series



(Winter in Wartime screening on 1/10/15 - $300.00, Sony Pictures Classic)



(Perfect Sense, screening on 2/15/2015, now 5/09/15   -  $250.00, IFC Films)



(If I Were You, screening on 3/14/2015   -  $150.00, Kino Lorber, Inc.)

 

(Chicken with Plums screening on 4/11/2015 - $300.00, Sony Pictures Classic)





  Motion By: Glynis McKenzie moved to approve bills.




  Seconded By:Terrye Blackstone




  All in Favor: Motion Carried
IX. MEMBERS CONCERNS:  Terrye Blackstone discussed that she is still looking into the cost of a new banner and there will be further discussion on the banner, under Old Business, at the next meeting.
X.  ADJOURNMENT:   
 Motion By: Glynis McKenzie moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

 Seconded By: Rebecca LaCosse
 All in Favor: Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 9, 2015,  at the EHCCC 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT Room 103.

Respectfully submitted,

East Hartford Fine Arts Commission

Judith Beeman

Judith Beeman,

Clerk

