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           TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD
FINE ARTS COMMISSION

50 Chapman Place 

EHCCC

East Hartford, CT 06108

MINUTES

Meeting of June 11, 2015
 Chair Florence Schroeter called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.
I. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Judy Okeson, Dan Russell, Betty Russell, Maureen Rodgers, Glynis McKenzie, Joan Coates, and Florence Schroeter
ABSENT:  Janette Rosa absent. Susan Tukey, Prescille Yamamoto, Rebecca LaCosse, and Karen Howe are all excused.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion By: Betty Russell moved to approve the May 7, 2015 minutes 

Seconded By: Maureen Rodgers
Discussion:  Under Chair’s Report No. 6 should read ‘Suzanne Gates, Artistic Director of City Singers, sent a thank you note’
All in Favor: Motion Carried
III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Florence Schroeter reported she is very pleased to be back in Room 12. She commented on how much she enjoyed, with her husband, the 99 Restaurant for the E.H.S.Y.F fundraiser. 
 Karen Howe is with Blair Howe who is having surgery in New York. 
IV.  CORRESPONDENCE: Betty Russell read a ‘Thank You’ note from Mrs. Farber, the Pitkin staff, and the students of Pitkin School for a Commission grant. They included a photo of the event for Commissioners. The note mentioned they did not use their grant as submitted due to higher costs. Commissioners felt the grant winners should NOT make substitutions without notifying the Commission. Betty will discuss this with Laura White.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Drama / Lecture / Poetry: Maureen Rodgers reported Elizabeth Thomas did three poetry workshops and a performance with Sunset Ridge School students on May 27, May 29, June 3, and June 5, 2015.   Senior Citizens took part as well, including Reggie Barall, Herb Barall, and Anne Provera. Maureen said that Anne Provera wrote a poem and asked Reggie Barall to recite it to the Commissioners.

Poet Laureate:  No report at this time.
Art: Terrye Blackstone reported they had a very successful Art Festival on Saturday, May 9, 2015.  The adjudicator was Connecticut native and Professional Imagist Nancy Wynn. Terrye Blackstone mentioned that Anne Belanger will do the calligraphy for the purchase award and John Ryan took the photo of the purchase award titled ‘Untitled  #78.’
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Terrye Blackstone read the list the winners of the 2015 Art Festival Awards to the Commission:
PURCHASE AWARD – Roberta Mockus Contois – “Untitled #78” (acrylics)


BLACKSTONE BEST IN SHOW AWARD – Ned Lomerson – “Morning Mist in Maine” (011)


MAYOR’S AWARD – Frank Sisk – “The Boat”


REED FAMILY AWARD – Jane Bradley – “Maken’s Belmont House”


ART LEAGUE AWARD – Marilyn Pet – “Glory of a Tree”


NEW MEMBER ART LEAGUE AWARD – Steve Strange – “Aranjuez” (strawberries)

DISCOUNT TROPHY AWARD for originality – Dan Russell  – “Terns”


ART LEAGUE AWARD for design – Veronica Lufbery  – “Point Reyes Lighthouse”


ART LEAGUE AWARD for use of color – Mary Guesta – “Spring Flowers”
Dan Russell displayed to Commissioners the framed Purchase Award with its attached plaque. 
Willowbrook:  Reggie Barall reported the program has ended.  A recital was performed for the parents.
Dance:  Reggie Barall finished this year’s dance project and is preparing for next year’s. 
 E.H.S.Y.F.: Glynis McKenzie reported that there were 35 people who auditioned for “Suessical.”   There were quite a few of new people auditioning, including new people from East Hartford. Rehearsals will start on June 22, 2015. They were greatly pleased with the Board of Education staff whohelped to clean out the tunnel storage space. They are disappointed to be completely displaced on July 3rd due to the Laurel Music Camp – no set construction will be possible now until after that date. 
Film Series:  No report
Sounds of Summer:  MacTalla Mor will be performing on July 23, 2015 at Great River Park.
Music: Florence Schroeter discussed that we can only sponsor Paul Bisaccia once during the 2015 – 2016 year due to budget constraints. She will e-mail him and request that he choose either Holiday Fest or a spring concert. She sent him a ‘Thank You’ note for his performance on May 17, 2015 at the First Congregational Church.
50th Anniversary:  Commissioners are waiting for the official date the Raymond Library will open.
VI. OLD BUSINESS: Terrye Blackstone said she has found three places: Biz Wiz, Staples, and the Joseph Merritt Co. in Prestige Park, which can make a banner for us; she will work with the Joseph Merritt Company as they are an East Hartford business. She is working with Jim Uhrig, Assistant Director of the East Hartford Parks and Recreation Department, and discussing the pricing and type of material to be used.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:   The Commissioners discussed various programs for the next year.
Motion:  Judy Okeson suggested tabling further discussions until the next meeting




Seconded By: Terrye Blackstone





All in Favor: Motion carried
VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:  
$  80.00

Judith Beeman



(Clerk Fee)

$346.71

Hartford Fine Art and Framing



(Framing for the Purchase Award “Untitled #78”) 
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The following invoices (which were approved in May) were also presented for payment:


 
 $100.00  
East Hartford Gazette 



(Advertisement for the Paul Bisaccia concert on May 17, 2015)
 $115.00
Ken Lawhorn 


(Piano Tuning First Congregational Church for the Paul Bisaccia Concert on May 17, 2015)
 $650.00
Elizabeth Thomas 
(Poetry workshop at Sunset Ridge School May 27, May 29,June 3rd, and June 5, 2015)  
 $125.00
Nancy E. Wynn
 


(Adjudicator for the Spring Art Festival on May 9, 2015) 
 $  10.00
Dan Russell (Reimbursement for Purchase Award plaque)
 $  25.00
Anne Belanger (Calligraphy for the Purchase Award)
 $  15.00            
John Ryan (Photo of the Art Purchase Award)

 $600.00       
Roberta Mockus Contois (Purchase Award Winner titled “Untitled #78)




  Motion By: Maureen Rodgers moved to approve bills.





  Seconded By: Dan Russell




  All in Favor: Motion Carried
The Commission discussed allocation of remaining funds. It was suggested that $200.00 to be given to E.H.S.Y.F. and $150.00 to the Sounds of Summer.





Motion By: Maureen Rodgers moved to allocate funds as above.




Seconded By:  Joan Coates




All in Favor:  Motion Carried
After the meeting, the Fine Arts Clerk and the Finance Department discovered a discrepancy. Chair Florence Schroeter was notified and allocation of remaining funds adjustment was as follows: $200.00 to be given to E.H.S.Y.F. and $50.00 to be given to the Sounds of Summer.
IX. MEMBER’S CONCERNS:  Terrye Blackstone shared some old flyers from events at the Brewer House. She encouraged more Fine Arts events at the Brewer House.
Glynis McKenzie is discussing September 26, 2015 as a performance date for the Whiffenpoofs; the EHCCC Auditorium is not available. She has been talking with Goodwin College and asked if Commissioners knew anyone there and/or could suggest other venues.
X.  ADJOURNMENT:   
 Motion By: Maureen Rodgers moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

 Seconded By: Betty Russell
 All in Favor: Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7p.m.,Thursday, July 9, 2015, East Hartford Community Cultural Center, 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT., in Room 12.

Respectfully submitted,

East Hartford Fine Arts Commission

Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,

Clerk

