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FINE ARTS COMMISSION
	50 Chapman Place 	
EHCCC
East Hartford, CT 06108
MINUTES
Meeting of January 14, 2015


Chair Prescille Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m
  
I. ROLL CALL:
 
PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barell, Joan Coates, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Betty Russell, Dan Russell, Florence Schroeter, Susan Tukey, and PrescilleYamamoto.

ABSENT:  Janette Rosa, Rebecca LaCosse, and Maureen Rodgers. Karen Howe excused 
			 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

                                                          Motion By:  Betty Russell moved to approve the December 10, 2015 minutes 
Seconded By: Florence Schroeter
Discussion: Change Goodwin to read Goodwin College on Page 2 under Willowbrook.
 	All in Favor: Motion Carried

III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Prescille Yamamoto commented that Karen Howe’s son Blair is in intensive care in New York.
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE: Florence Schroeter received a Thank You letter from the Beautification Commission for helping to make Holiday Fest 2015 an outstanding success.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
 
Drama / Lecture / Poetry:  No report.

Dance:   No report.

EHSYF:  Joan Coates reported that the EHSYF revealed the name of this year’s show: “Babes in Arms.” 
There will be fundraisers; a Cabaret on April 23, 2016 at the Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse. A silent auction will be held which will include gift baskets.  Any donations to the silent auction from Commission members (including gift baskets) would be appreciated. EHSYF will also be selling Roma’s pasta sauce as a fundraiser in the next couple of months.

Film Fest: No report.

Film Series: The next film scheduled is “The 100 Year Old Man” on February 13, 2016.

Library Program: Prescille Yamamoto commented that it is still in progress.

Mini-Grants: Betty Russell commented that she will be contacting Laura White to get a schedule of the Mini-Grants’ performances.

Music:  Florence Schroeter reported that Paul Bisaccia committed to a spring concert free of charge, titled “An American in Paris,” in May.  It was suggested that he send posters a month earlier.

Glynis McKenzie commented that she is working on The Greater Hartford Opera Ensemble availability to perform     at the end of May, 2016.	
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 Poet Laureate:  No report. 

Sounds of Summer:  Prescille Yamamoto is working on it.

Willowbrook: Regina Barall will be contacting Principal Melinda Grunert to coordinate the start date of the program.

Art: Dan Russell reported on an exhibition at the Clare Gallery from January 19, 2016 – March 18, 2016. “Aspirations and Limitations” will feature artwork by Hall High School Students. There will a reception on Sunday, January 24, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and a panel discussion at noon. (Snow date: January 31, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)

Terrye Blackstone commented that Holly Reed of the Art League is writing stories on Purchase Award Artists in The Gazette which will be incorporated into a book.

Terry Blackstone reported the Art League Festival will be held on May 7, 2016.

Black History: Regina Barall reported Black History program will be held at EHCCC on February 27, 2016 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  She motioned to pay $1,500.00, as budgeted, for the Black History performance.			
VI. OLD BUSINESS:   No report.				 

VII. NEW BUSINESS: No report.
			 					
VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
 
    $     80.00    -      Judith Beeman (Clerk’s Fee)
    $   115.00    -      Ken Lawhorn (Piano Tuning)
    $1,500.00    -      Circle of Life, Arts for All Inc. – Black History
    $     50.00    -      Tim McLaughlin (Film Series Showings)

Motion: Dan Russell moved to pay the bills as read
				Second: Joan Coates
				All in Favor: Motion carried
 
IX. MEMBER’S CONCERNS:  Susan Tukey questioned follow-up on Jannette Rosa’s meeting absences. 

Regina Barall commented on an article in the January 12, 2016 Hartford Courant on Actress Illeana Douglas who wrote a book ‘I Blame Dennis Hopper,’ and Other Stories from a Life Lived In and Out of the Movies.  

 Regina came across an article from April 3, 1997 in the Gazette and passed it along to the Commissioners for review.

Prescille Yamamoto commented that she spoke to Mike Walsh, Director of Finance. They discussed the budget for the Fine Arts Commission. Once approved, he will give the final budget figures to Prescille. She will give the approved amount to the Commissioners to work on for the 2016-2017 Budget. She suggested that the Commissioners consider something different and address a different kind of audience.

X. ADJOURNMENT:
					Motion: Joan Coates moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 p.m.							Second: Betty Russell
					All in Favor: Motion carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. Thursday, February 11, 2016 at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center, 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT., in Room 12.

Respectfully submitted,
East Hartford Fine Arts Commission
Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,
Clerk					
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