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FINE ARTS COMMISSION
	50 Chapman Place 	
EHCCC
East Hartford, CT 06108
MINUTES
Meeting of December 10, 2015


Chair Florence Schroeter called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m
  
I. ROLL CALL:
 
PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barell, Joan Coates, Karen Howe, Rebecca Lacosse, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Maureen Rodgers, Betty Russell, Dan Russell, Florence Schroeter, Susan Tukey, and PrescilleYamamoto.

ABSENT:  Janette Rosa.  
			 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

                                                          Motion By:  Betty Russell moved to approve the November 12, 2015 minutes 
Seconded By: Terrye Blackstone 
 	All in Favor: Motion Carried

III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Florence Schroeter reported that on 11/25/2015 the Finance Department sent her a Fiscal Year 2016 – 2017 Budget Packet to be completed and hard copy returned by the deadline of January 4, 2016. 

She commented that Paul Bisaccia’s Holiday Fest Concert was wonderful. She was disappointed by the amount of people in attendance, and she felt it could have been due to the nice weather.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE: Prescille Yamamoto commented that she received a letter from the Library stating public bulletin boards are no longer available. She indicated that the15 posters she received to advertise Paul Bisaccia’s performance became difficult to post for the public’s viewing.  Further discussion on future posters and areas to advertise for future performances were discussed.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
 
Black History:  No report.

Drama / Lecture / Poetry:  No report.

Dance:   No report.

EHSYF:  Glynis McKenzie commented that the EHSYF met on Tuesday and voted on a show. They will reveal the name publically on Friday 1/8/2016 at their reveal party.

Glynis McKenzie added the Singing Christmas Cards will take place on December 12 & 13, 2015. The cost will be $10 per 3 songs; $5 for each additional song.  The scheduled times are on Saturday from 3:00 - 7:00 p.m., and on Sunday from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.
 
Film Fest: No report.
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Film Series:  Glynis McKenzie reported the films selected are as follows: “The Dark Valley” on January 9, 2016; “The 100 Year Old Man” on February 13, 2016; “Jimmy’s Hall” on March 12, 2016; and “WADJDA” on April 9, 2016. She distributed posters to the Commissioners.

Holiday Festival: Betty Russell commented it was a great success. The Trolley, new this year, was a hit. Ray Tubbs acted as narrator. Karen Howe commented the Merrimack Valley Ringers performance was excellent and had standing room only. Glynis McKenzie commented EHSYF performed an afternoon variety show.  Susan Tukey went to Reggie’s Rotary Club performance which had children performing all types of dances and there was a full house. Karen Howe commented that it seems the evening programs get more attention and audience.

Library Program: No report.

Mini-Grants: Betty Russell reported that she is happy with the programs. She is in contact with Laura White who will contact her with the dates of the Mini Grants performances.
 	
 Music:  Florence Schroeter announced that Paul Bisaccia will do a concert, “An American in Paris,” in May, 2016 for free. Susan Tukey suggested that he send posters earlier.

Glynis McKenzie reported the New England Chamber Choir offered an October date.  She explained that October would be in a different budget year and the Commission could reconsider a performance in the new budget year. In the Chamber Choirs place, she contacted the Greater Hartford Opera Ensemble and is checking on their availability to perform a concert in the spring. She will coordinate available dates with Regina Barall.	

 Poet Laureate:  No report. 

Sounds of Summer:  No report

Willowbrook:  Regina Barall commented on changes for next year; the Willowbrook program will be moving to Hockanum as Goodwin is taking over the building. The program will get started after the Holidays.

Art: Terrye Blackstone reported on December 15th, the East Hartford Art League took a bus trip – on public transportation - to the Wadsworth Atheneum. Bill Hosley, the tour guide, did a wonderful job. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS:   No report

VII. NEW BUSINESS: Maureen Rodgers reported that the Commissioners must cast their vote on the Slate of Officers presented at the November 12, 2015 meeting: Chair - Prescille Yamamoto; Vice Chair – Florence Schroeter; Secretary – Karen Howe; Historian – Judy Okeson. 

				Motion:  Terrye Blackstone moved to accept the nominations and the Slate of Officers
as presented.	
				Second: Susan Tukey
				All in Favor: Motion carried

				Motion:  Terrye Blackstone moved to accept the Slate of Officers as presented
				Second:	Susan Tukey
				All in Favor: Motion Carried

        New Chair, Prescille Yamamoto took over the meeting.

Prescille Yamamoto will contact the Finance Department regarding the deadline and material requested on the 2016 – 2017 Fiscal Budget due on January 4, 2016.
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VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:

    $     80.00    -     Judith Beeman, Clerks Fee
    $1,050.00    -     Film Series: 1/9/16 “The Dark Valley” $200; 2/13/16 “The 100 Year Old Man” $200;
		        3/12/16 “Jimmy’s Hall” $350; 4/9/16 “WADJDA” $300
           $3,180.00    -     Laura White – Mini Grants:																					 
School	    	  Teacher               Requested Amount		Program			Amount Awarded	
EHHS	          Elizabeth Pertesis	       $500	  	  Ceramic Activity “Day in Clay”	          $500
EHMS	          Celeste Shelley	       $500		   Jewelry Making Class		             -0-
Goodwin	          Melanie Champion     	       $500		   Master Drummer			             -0-
Norris	          Robin Russotto	       $500		   Music Technology/Electric Violin	           $500
Norris	          Robin Russotto	       $300		   Instrument Zoo Program		           $300
O’Connell        Jeannette Valenches	       $500		   Frames for Art Auction		              -0-
Pitkin	          Katie Farber		       $500   Assemblies – “Bach 2 Rock, The Science of Sound”   $500
Pitkin	          Brenda Parker	       $380		   Website Subscription		            $380
	Silver Lane       Dana Saccomano	       $500		   Lollipop Opera Company		            $500
	Sunset Ridge    Mary DiPaola		       $500		   Congo Bop			            $500	
										TOTAL	         $3,180	

Motion: Maureen Rodgers moved to pay the bills as read
				Second: Karen Howe
				All in Favor: Motion carried
 
IX. MEMBER’S CONCERNS:  Glynis McKenzie reported the City Singers will be performing at the South Congregational Church 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 19, 2015.  Admission is $10.00.

Terrye Blackstone reported that Joan Gamble who was a 1970s past purchase award winner (charcoal drawing) of the Art Leagues annual May art festival and retired East Hartford art teacher, is now the Mayor of Bloomfield, CT.

X. ADJOURNMENT:
					Motion: Karen Howe moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m.							Second: Susan Tukey
					All in Favor: Motion carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 14, 2016 at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center, 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT., in Room 12.

Respectfully submitted,
East Hartford Fine Arts Commission
Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,
Clerk					
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