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TOWN OF EAST HARTFORD

FINE ARTS COMMISSION

50 Chapman Place 

EHCCC

East Hartford, CT 06108

MINUTES

Meeting of April 9, 2015
Vice-Chair Prescille Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.
I. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Susan Tukey, Dan Russell, Betty Russell, Maureen Rodgers, and Prescille Yamamoto.

ABSENT:  Florence Schroeter (excused), Karen Howe, Rebecca LaCosse, and Janette Rosa. 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion By: Judy Okeson moved to approve the March 12, 2015 minutes 

Seconded By: Glynis McKenzie
All In Favor:  Motion Carried  

III. CHAIR’S REPORT: Prescille Yamamoto commented on a possible candidate to join the Fine Arts Commission.
As the Chairperson of the Republican Town Committee has resigned, she will check with the acting Chair on the application submitted.
IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  Terrye Blackstone received a Calendar of Events from the Wadsworth Atheneum. Prescille Yamamoto reported that Florence Schroeter received a “Thank You” note and pictures from one of the Mini- Grant recipients.  Glynis McKenzie received a copy of a “Thank You” letter from the CitySingers.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Drama / Lecture / Poetry: Maureen Rodgers announced that Elizabeth Thomas will conduct 4 poetry workshops at Sunset Ridge School on the following dates: Wednesday, May 27, Friday, May 29, Wednesday, June 3, and  Friday, June 5, 2015. 

Poet Laureate:  Information is being gathered for the Commissioners to review.
Art:  Terrye Blackstone reported the East Hartford Art League, sponsored by the East Harford Fine Arts Commission, held an art demonstration on March 31, 2015 at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center. Artist Scott Wilton was sick and David Graveen graciously stepped in.  Dan Russell commented that it was a very interesting program. Terrye Blackstone requested that the amount approved to pay Scott Wilton be changed to David Graveen.



Motion: Terrye Blackstone moved to pay Artist David Graveen $125.00




Second By: Dan Russell



All in Favor: Motioned Carried
Terrye Blackstone announced that the Art League’s annual festival will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2015. Schedule of Events are as follows: 10 a.m. Registration; 10:30 a.m. Tour the Art Show; 11 a.m. Musical entertainment, courtesy of East Hartford High School; 12 noon luncheon – pizza and soda; 1 p.m. judging completed and prizes awarded and photos; 1 – 2 p.m. Art Show and sale; 2 p.m. Art Show adjourns. The art festival will be held outside at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center, or inside if it rains. 
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Children’s Program:  Reggie Barall reported that the program is ongoing. They meet every Saturday at 11 a.m. and the number of children attending continues to increase every week.

Willowbrook:  Reggie Barall will continue the program through June culminating with a recital.
Dance:  Reggie Barall reminded members that Sunday, April 19, 2015 will be the annual production of “April in Paris”, held in the gym/auditorium of the East Hartford Community Cultural Center.   
E.H.S.Y.F.: Glynis McKenzie announced the annual cabaret/silent auction fundraiser, this year entitled, “Everyone is a Star”, will be held at the Veterans Memorial Clubhouse on May 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be singing, the silent auction, and refreshments. Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 at the door. To reserve tickets visit www.ehsyf.org.  Seating is limited.
Glynis McKenzie reported the Roma’s pasta sauce fundraiser has ended and they sold 196 jars. 

The next fundraiser “Give Back Event” will be held at Chili’s on Monday, April 13, 2015, from 4pm to 10pm at 250 Buckland Street, Manchester. A coupon or event flyer must be presented with each check to receive credit for the sale. Chili’s will donate back 10% of the event day sales.  There will be other restaurant fundraisers in May and June; to be announced at the next meeting.
Film Series:  Glynis McKenzie reminded members that “Chicken With Plums” will be screened on Saturday, April 11, 2015, 7 p.m. at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center. “Perfect Sense” will be shown on Saturday, May 9, 2015.
Sounds of Summer:  Glynis McKenzie announced that the Fine Arts Commission will be sponsoring MacTalla Mor who will be performing on July 23, 2015 at Great River Park.
Music:  Prescille Yamamoto reminded Commissioners that Paul Bisaccia will perform at the First Congregational Church on May 17, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.
Glynis McKenzie reported that the CitySingers of Hartford performance on March 21, 2015 was well-received and approximately 140 people attended.
50th Anniversary:  Commissioners are waiting to receive the scheduled opening date of the Raymond Library.
VI. OLD BUSINESS: Terrye Blackstone is continuing to research the cost of a new banner.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:   Prescille Yamamoto gave the Commissions a copy of a proposed 2015-2016 Budget worksheet to review and determine the funds needed in each category; to be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting.
VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
$   80.00

Judith Beeman
 (Clerk’s Fee)

$ 125.00

David Graveen


(Lecture and Demonstration, Mach 31, 2015 at EHCCC presented by the 


Art League & Fine Arts Commission; replaced Scott Wilton)

$ 100.00 
 Joshua Zaikarite

(Lighting & sound work for CitySingers performance March 21, 2015; transferred monies from Film Series to Music)
 $ 200.00
Tim McLaughlin


(Film series screening - Winter in Wartime screening on 1/10/ 15


Perfect Sense, screening on 2/15/2015, rescheduled for 5/9/2015,
If I Were You, screening on 3/14/2015, Chicken with Plums screening on 4/11/2015)




  Motion By:  Glynis McKenzie moved to approve bills.





  Seconded By: Susan Tukey




  All in Favor: Motion Carried
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IX. MEMBERS CONCERNS:  Glynis McKenzie discussed if the Fine Arts Commission would like to pursue the following:
performance by the New England Chamber Choir, the Whiffenpoofs, and a film festival in honor of World Art Day in the fall; all to be discussed at a later meeting.

X.  ADJOURNMENT:   

 Motion By:  Judy Okeson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

 Seconded By:  Susan Tukey
 All in Favor: Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 2015,  at the EHCCC 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT Room 103.

Respectfully submitted,

East Hartford Fine Arts Commission

Judith Beeman

Judith Beeman,

Clerk

