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FINE ARTS COMMISSION
	50 Chapman Place 	
EHCCC
East Hartford, CT 06108
MINUTES
Meeting of May 12, 2016

Chair Prescille Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.
  
I. ROLL CALL:
 
PRESENT: Terrye Blackstone, Regina Barall, Joan Coates, Glynis McKenzie, Judy Okeson, Maureen Rodgers, Florence Schroeter, Susan Tukey, Dan Russell, Betty Russell, and Prescille Yamamoto.

ABSENT:   Janette Rosa and Rebecca LaCosse.   Karen Howe is excused.
			 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

                                           Motion By: Maureen Rodgers moved to approve the April 14, 2016 minutes.
			Second: Susan Tukey
Discussion: Corrections to be made on the following: Under Mini-Grants – second sentence “and will continue to try to get in touch with Laura (strike due to school vacations). Under Music - The title of the performance is “George Gershwin’s an American in Paris – Great American Composers.” Date the piano will be tuned is May 19, 2016.Under Dance - Strike “A reception will follow the event.” Under Willowbrook – Strike “It is April school vacation week.” 
			Motion: Susan Tukey accepted minutes as corrected.
Second: Terrye Blackstone  
All in Favor: Motion Carried

III. CHAIR’S REPORT:  Prescille Yamamoto spoke on “Al Fenton’s Big Band.”  She and Joan Coates went to hear them perform at the Marco Polo on Thursday, May 5, 2016.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  No report

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
   
Mini-Grants: No report.

Music: Florence Schroeter commented on an e-mail she received from Paul Bisaccia regarding an idea he had to mount a camera on the piano and project it on a TV screen so people can see his hands playing. Paul will follow-up with the Church to see if they have the necessary equipment for that. She also reminded the Commission that Paul Bisaccia will be performing at the First Congregational Church at 2:00 pm on May 22, 2016 titled “George Gershwin’s an American in Paris – Great American Composers.”   Prescille Yamamoto distributed labels to the Commissioners to be placed on the posters for Paul Bisaccia’s concert. Florence noted that the piano will be tuned on May 19, 2016. Glynis McKenzie commented that there will be advertisement for Paul Bisaccia in the East Hartford Gazette and press releases in the Journal Inquirer and Hartford Courant. She has also contacted Channel 5 and the Mayor’s office to put Paul’s performance on the Town’s website.
 
 Poet Laureate:  No report.
 
Sounds of Summer:  The Commission is sponsoring “Al Fenton’s Big Band” which is scheduled to perform on July 28, 2016 at the Town Green.
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Willowbrook:  Regina Barall commented that the program went very well and will be ending in May. She mentioned that Hockanum Elementary School may be doing a program in the spring. Prescille Yamamoto said 
she will contact Principal Lisa Beauchamp over the summer to discuss the future program.

Art:   Terrye Blackstone announced the winners of the 2016 Spring Art Festival Awards. The Adjudicator was Clinton Deckert from the New Britain Museum of American Art. The following are the list of awards: 

1) Purchase Award –“DNA Wrap,” prismatic imagery by Butch Wandy
2) Mayor’s Award – “Birds On A Fence,” photography by Mary Lou Faucher
3) Blackstone Best in Show Award- “Sourre Series #10,” oil paint sticks on canvas by Diana Lyn Cote.
4) Reed Family Award – “Blue Luminations,” oil paint sticks on canvas by Marilyn Pet.
5) Currey Family Award – “Hartford Drive In,” oil on canvas by Neil Lefebvre.
6) Art League Award For Best Series – “Road to the Farm in Winter” and “Road to the Farm in Autumn,” oil paint on canvas by Jane Bradley.
7) Art League Award For Best Use of Color – “Espana en American,” oil on canvas by Steve Strange.
8) Discount Trophy Award – “Hockanum River Race,” oil paint on canvas by Mary Guasta.
9) Anderson’s Jewelry Award – “Butterfly,” photography by Antoinette Mascaro.
10) Art League Award For Best Composition – “Raymond Library,” graphite and colored pencil by Frank Sisk.
11) Art League Award For Best Design – “Quiet Time,” watercolor by Jean Della Rocca.
12) Art League Award For Best New Artist – “Orange Lily & Buckeye,” photography by Mary Lou Faucher.

Dan Russell reported that the plaque is on the “Purchase Award” and is now hanging in the Raymond Library. Terrye thanked Dan Russell for his contribution and bringing the “Purchase Award” to the Library.

Dan Russell also commented that one of his own oil paintings will be displayed at the Slater Museum in Norwich for their summer show.

Prescille Yamamoto reported how fascinating the Diana Lyn Cote’s Art demonstration was on “how to work with oil sticks.” 
           
Budget:  Prescille Yamamoto is waiting for the Finance Department to send her the 2016-2017 budget figures.
She suggested that the Commission consider different programs for the 2016-2017 Budget year.

Drama/Lector/Poetry: No report.

Dance: Regina Barall reported that “April in Paris” was a success and she is in the process of planning for next year’s performance. 

EHSYF:   Glynis McKenzie stated that the Cabaret fundraiser held at the Veterans Memorial Clubhouse (Hilltop) attendance was disappointing. 

Reminder, auditions for “Babes In Arms” will be held on Monday, May 23, Tuesday, May 31, and Saturday, June 4, 2016. 
			
VI. OLD BUSINESS: Judy Okeson questioned the old bill from Acorn for $100 from April, 2015.  Prescille Yamamoto commented that she has not received a response or return call from Acorn regarding this bill.  

VII. NEW BUSINESS: Dan Russell commented on an exhibition at the Norton Museum of Art in West Palm Beach that he and Betty Russell attended called “Women Modernists in New York” and how it took 10 years to put together. The Exhibition is opening at the Portland Museum of Art in Portland, Maine and suggested to put a bus trip together to view the Exhibition. Maureen Rodgers suggested that this should be an item to discuss on with the 2016 -2017 Budget.

Discussion took place regarding the lack of signage for the Art League Show.

Maureen Rodgers commented on a Teacher’s Art Show.  Discussion was held on whether the show should be held for 1, 2, or 3 days. 
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VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS:
 
 	   $     80.00    -      Judith Beeman (Clerk’s Fee)
 	   $   100.00    -      Acorn Publishing – The Gazette (Advertising, Paul Bisaccia’s May 22, 2016 performance)

Motion: Dan Russell moved to pay the bills.   
				Second:  Maureen Rodgers 
				All in Favor: Motion Carried
 
IX. [bookmark: _GoBack]MEMBER’S CONCERNS: Prescille Yamamoto commented that she is waiting for the Town of East Hartford’s Finance Department to send the figures to her.

X. ADJOURNMENT:
					Motion: Maureen Rodgers moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm							Second: Susan Tukey
					All in Favor: Motion carried

The next meeting of the Fine Arts Commission Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 9, 2016 at the East Hartford Community Cultural Center, 50 Chapman Place, East Hartford, CT., in Room 12.

Respectfully submitted,
East Hartford Fine Arts Commission
Judith Beeman
Judith Beeman,
Clerk					
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