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REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

AUGUST 10, 2016
A Regular Meeting of the EAST HARTFORD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION was held in Town Council Chambers, 740 Main Street, East Hartford, Connecticut on August 10, 2016.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 PM.
ROLL CALL

Present:

Peter Bonzani, Chair

Mary Whaples, Vice Chair

Valentine Povinelli

John Ryan, Secretary

Travis Simpson

Paul J. Roczynski

Henry Pawlowski, Alternate

Absent

Crystal Hernandez, Alternate

Also Present:

Jeffrey Cormier, Town Planner

Chair Bonzani declared that the Commission would be voting with 7 members, including Henry Pawlowski, Alternate. Chair Bonzani welcomed Mr. Pawlowski to the Planning & Zoning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· Special Meeting Minutes – June 22, 2016
Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (6-0-1) to approve the Special Meeting minutes for the June 22, 2016 meeting. Abstain: Pawlowski
TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION:  Proposed amendment to Section 210.2.d of the sign regulations to add “height” as a signage element that may be modified up to fifty percent (50%) of the original requirements by the Planning and Zoning Commission as part of a site plan application.

Applicant: RRHT Trust Holdings LLC

Upon a motion by Hank Pawlowski, seconded by John Ryan, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above text amendment with an effective date 15 days after notice of decision publication.
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION:  35, 39, and 43 Willowbrook Road – Under Section 207.10.a; construction of a new 7,600 sq. ft. building for the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” that will contain four (4) classrooms, outdoor play area, staff break room, and associated office space.

Assessor’s Map- Lot:  9-11, 9-10, 9-9

Applicant:  Campus Realty, LLC

Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above special use permit application with the following conditions:

1. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied upon information provided by the applicant and, if such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, incomplete, and/or inaccurate, this permit shall be modified, suspended or revoked.

2. Final plans are to be signed and stamped (ink & impression) by the Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Architect, as appropriate to the plan sheet.
3. The properties located at 35, 39 and 43 Willowbrook Road are combined prior to the application for a building permit.
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION:  35, 39, and 43 Willowbrook Road – Under Section 209.2; request for eight (8) offsite parking spaces for the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” that will be located on the adjacent “Early Childhood Magnet School” site.

Assessor’s Map- Lot:  9-11, 9-10, 9-9

Applicant:  Campus Realty, LLC

Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by John Ryan, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above special use permit application with the following conditions:

1. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied upon information provided by the applicant and, if such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, incomplete, and/or inaccurate, this permit shall be modified, suspended or revoked.

2. Final plans are to be signed and stamped (ink & impression) by the Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Architect, as appropriate to the plan sheet.

SITE PLAN APPLICATION:  35, 39, and 43 Willowbrook Road – Under Section 702; construction of a new 7,600 sq. ft. building for the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” that will contain four (4) classrooms, outdoor play area, staff break room, and associated office space.
Assessor’s Map- Lot:  9-11, 9-10, 9-9

Applicant:  Campus Realty, LLC

Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by Travis Simpson, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above site plan application with the following conditions:

1. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied upon information provided by the applicant and, if such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, incomplete, and/or inaccurate, this permit shall be modified, suspended or revoked.

2. Final plans are to be signed and stamped (ink & impression) by the Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Architect, as appropriate to the plan sheet.

3. Change HC detail to reflect new HC symbol.  One detail still needs to be changed.

4. Work within the Town’s Right of Way will require a Street Excavation Permit from the Engineering Dept.

5. Details for pavement repairs and sidewalks must conform to Town Manual of Technical Design standards.

SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL APPLICATION:  35, 39, and 43 Willowbrook Road – Under Section 217; disturbance of approximately 42,500 sq. ft. of land for the construction of the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” building.

Assessor’s Map- Lot:  9-11, 9-10, 9-9

Applicant:  Campus Realty, LLC

Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above soil erosion and sedimentation control application with the following conditions:

1. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied upon information provided by the applicant and, if such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, incomplete, and/or inaccurate, this permit shall be modified, suspended or revoked.

2. Final plans are to be signed and stamped (ink & impression) by the Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Architect, as appropriate to the plan sheet.
3. Soil erosion and sedimentation control bond to be set in the amount of $5,300.00.
TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION:  Proposed addition of the definitions for “Commercial Node” and “Places of Public Assembly” to Section 200 of the regulations, and new provisions for a two-tier regulatory process for commercial and noncommercial public assembly uses.

Applicant: East Hartford Planning and Zoning Commission
Upon a motion by Travis Simpson, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above text amendment with an effective date 15 days after notice of decision publication.
TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION:  Proposed addition of the definitions for “Grocery Store” and “Convenience Store” to Section 200 of the regulations, and provisions for a new regulatory process with distance requirements for “Convenience Stores”.

Applicant: East Hartford Planning and Zoning Commission
Upon a motion by Paul Roczynski, seconded by Hank Pawlowski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above text amendment with an effective date 15 days after notice of decision publication.
TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION:  Proposed amendment to Section 214.1.g of the Residential Accessory use regulations to add a grace period and change the length requirement for recreation vehicles in residential zones.

Applicant: East Hartford Planning and Zoning Commission
Upon a motion by Hank Pawlowski, seconded by John Ryan, the Commission Voted (7-0) to table the above text amendment pending review by the Town Council.
SITE PLAN APPLICATION:  400 Main Street A.K.A United Technologies Customer Training Center – Under Section 702, addition of 40 parking spaces for the United Technologies Customer Training Center.
Assessor’s Map - Lot:  20-45

Applicant:  United Technologies Corporation acting through its Pratt & Whitney Division
Upon a motion by Paul Roczynski, seconded by Mary Whaples, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the above site plan application with the following conditions:

1. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied upon information provided by the applicant and, if such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, incomplete, and/or inaccurate, this permit shall be modified, suspended or revoked.

2. Final plans are to be signed and stamped (ink & impression) by the Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Architect, as appropriate to the plan sheet.

BOND RELEASES/REDUCTIONS/SETTING  
· 170 Tolland Street, A.K.A. VIP Car Wash – Soil erosion and sedimentation control bond in the amount of $13,150 for construction of the new car wash building.
Upon a motion by John Ryan, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the release of the above soil erosion and sedimentation control bond in the amount of $13,150 for construction of the new car wash building.

· 170 Tolland Street, A.K.A. VIP Car Wash – Site modification bond for the installation of concrete sidewalk, street trees, and monuments in the amount of $16,550 for site elements related to construction of the new car wash building.
Upon a motion by Travis Simpson, seconded by John Ryan, the Commission Voted (7-0) to deny the release of the above site modification bond for the reason that the work is not completed.

· 940 Silver Lane, A.K.A Stop & Shop – Site modification bond for installation of an accessible ramp and bollards in the amount of $2,720 for Stop & Shop
Upon a motion by John Ryan, seconded by Travis Simpson, the Commission Voted (7-0) to approve the release of the above site modification bond for installation of an accessible ramp and bollards in the amount of $2,720 for Stop & Shop.

· 35, 39 and 43 Willowbrook Road – soil erosion and sedimentation control bond to be set in the amount of $5,300 for disturbance of approximately 42,500 s.f. of land for the construction of the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” building.
Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by Paul Roczynski, the Commission Voted (7-0) to set the soil erosion and sedimentation control bond in the amount of $5,300.00 for disturbance of approximately 42,500 s.f. of land for the construction of the “Early Childhood Magnet School Annex” building.

CORRESPONDENCE

· Memorandum from Corporation Counsel regarding 30 Olde Roberts Street

Upon a motion by Mary Whaples, seconded by John Ryan, the Commission Voted (7-0) to accept the memorandum from Corporation Counsel dated June 20, 2016 regarding 30 Olde Roberts Street.

MISCELLANEOUS
· Site Location Approval by Zoning Board of Appeals
Effective July 1, 2016, the Zoning Board of Appeals will hear Site Location Approval applications.  This change is due to Public Act 16-55, which revised Sec. 14-54 of the Connecticut General Statutes pertaining to motor vehicle dealers and repairers licenses.
· Connecticut Siting Council
The public utility company, Mobility, has applied to install 120 ft. tall poles in several towns in Connecticut.  They contain wireless technology and are being proposed in public rights-of-way adjacent to the street.  The approval falls under the jurisdiction of the Connecticut Siting Council.

· Proposed new definition of “College”

Town Planner Jeff Cormier noted that he is currently working on creating a definition in the regulations for “college” that will be brought before P&Z at the September meeting.  The definition is the initial step toward creating a college campus zone around Goodwin College.  Mr. Cormier will be working on specific language with Goodwin in the coming months.
· The iPads for the Commissioners are available and will be distributed at the September meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 9:17 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey Cormier, Town Planner
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